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Ik preparing tli is Discourse, I have examined all the documents witli- 
in my reach, whether printed or manuscript, which bear on tlje sub- 
ject My iabor, however, has been lightened by the assistance of 
those who have had occasion, before me, to traverse parts of the same 
field. Ill particular, I am indebted to the Sketch of the History 
of Yale College, by Prof. Kingsley, the Histoi-ica! Discourse of Pres- 
ident Woolsey, and the Article on the History of Revivals in Yale 
College, by Prof. Goodrich. In a number of instances, in statements 
of fact, I have scarcely varied from their language. Important aid 
Las also been derived fro la the volume -of Historical Discourses by 
Dr. Bacon, which are as felicitous in style as they are instructive in 
matter ; from the three Historical Sermons of Dr. Button ; from Prof, 
Silliman's Historical Discourse ; from Sprague's Annals of tlie Ameri- 
can Pulpit, Tracy's History of the Gi'eat Awatening, Park's Life of 
Hoptins, and other works which need not be specified. My thanks 
are likewise due to President Day, Dr. Taylor, Professoi's Goodrich and 
Olmsted, and other gentlemen, who have kindly communicafed to me 
their personal I'eccol lections. Above all, I desire to express my obliga- 
tions to Mr. Edward C. Herrick, who has given me, at every step, tbe 
benefit of his abundant knowledge and accurate judgment, 

G. r. F. 

Yale College, Jan. 6, 1S68. 
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DISCOURSE. 



DEUTEROXOMY, : 



Thg Clnireli of Christ hi Yale College ie one hundred 
years old. Its founders have long heen numbered with tlie 
dead. Many of the great a,nd good men who have since taken 
part in ite affairs, have likewise gone to their rest. But they 
all deserve to he remembered in the place where the benefits 
of their self-eacrifice continue to be enjoyed. An occasion is 
offered ns to recall their services and to acknowledge the 
goodness of God, in a thankful review of the past. From 
examples of holy love and enlightened zeal for the truth, 
even if shaded by some en-or and nncharitableness, would 
He have ns draw fresh incitement to fidelity in the work 
which He has given us to do. 

In this feeling, I have explored the sources of informa- 
tion on tlie subject, and having, in the spii-it of this ancient 
commandment, made inc[uiry of the fathers and eldere, I 
now invite you to consider with me " the yeai'S of many gen- 



The Church in College was established during tlic admin- 
istration of President Clap, and chiefly by his exertions. 
The period in which he held his office, extending from 1739 
to 1766, was one of earnest religions excitement through- 
out New England. The origin of the Church is partly 
due to the commotions of the time, and M'ith them its 
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eai'ly liietory is closely conneeteJ. Their nature and tlieir 
beaniig on the events which chiefly concern as at present, it 
■will reqnire but few words to explain. 

The opening of tlie eighteenth century found the piety of 
tlie J^evr England churches in a low condition. This decline 
of religion began with the fii-st generation that followed tlie 
original settlei-s. Their sitnation in the wilderness, far from 
the seats of civilization, their frequent wars with the savages, 
and their perpetnal conflict with the rugged soil, go far to 
account for the degeneracy observed in their immediate de- 
scendants. By the civil constitution adopted in Massachu- 
setts, and, for a while, in the colony of Wew Haven, tJie 
right to vote and to hold civil office, was confined to chui'ch 
membei-s. The desire for these political privileges at length 
became so urgent that the chiu'ches were prevailed on to rec- 
ognize as membei-s, all who had been baptized in infancy, 
and to permit them, also, on a formal assent to the creed 
and covenant, to bring forward theii- children for the same 
rite. Afterwards, the practice became prevalent of inviting 
persons to the Lord's Supper, as a means of conversion. Cus- 
toms of this nature, springing from the union of church and 
state, were efficient causes in producing the religious declen- 
sion to which we advert. A great majority still adhered to 
tiie Calvinistic doctrines as taught by tfieir fathere and em- 
bodied in the Confession of tlie "Westminster Assembly. But 
of such even, it was true to a lai'ge extent, that their Calvin- 
ism was more a lifeless tradition than a vital, intelligent 
faith. There were doubtless many exceptions ; but minis- 
ters and people, taken as a whole, had lost their Christian 
earnestness. In tliis state of things, there had gradually 
come to exist a class, how numerous it is difficult to say, who 
departed more or less widely from orthodox opinions. They 
indicated their position either by observing silence in re- 
spect to the distinctive tiniths of tlie Gospel, or by preaching 
on them in a vague and ineffective manner. Such themes 
as the Condenmation and niiii of man, liis need of Ttegen- 
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ei-ation by the Spirit of God, the Divinity of Ohnst and Ee- 
demption by His Sacnfice, they left in the background, for 
tlie reason that they felt a degree of skepticism on these 
points ; and henee preferred to dwell in their discourses on 
the duties of man to his neighbor, Tliough united together 
by no formal bond or badge of union, and differing from 
one another in tlieological views, some having gone raucli 
farther from the current belief than others, they had a gi-ound. 
of sympathy in their common opposition to Calvinism andi 
their general habit of feeling. And they were called by 
their opponents, without proper discrimination, Arminians. 
iN'ow add to these two parties a third, which arose later under 
the lead of President Edwards, who was gi-aduated here' 
about twenty years before President Clap was placed at the 
head of the College. Its membei-s were the most able and 
tliorough advereariee of Arminianism ; but in the process of 
defending the established faith, they were led to recast it in 
new fonns and to change its aspect. Their system thus orig- 
inated, was termed the New Divinity, and in later times has 
received the name of New England Theology. The younger 
President Edwards has enumerated ten " Improvements " on 
the theology of tlie day, made by his father and his fatlier's 
followers. In tnith, howevei', their distinction, especially at 
the outset, was not so much in the circumstance that they 
broached new opinions, as in the fact that their views were 
the result of independent I'eflection, and were maintained on 
philosophical grounds. The boldness with which they de- 
clared in the pulpit the terror of the Gospel, and the force of 
their appeals to the conscience, in, contrast with what had 
been usual, made their sermons exciting and effective. It 
was they who welcomed Whitefield most warmly, and were 
most active in the great Bevival of 17i0. The religious agi- 
tation was fomented by certain preachers who, under the 
impulse of misguided fervor, travelled from place to place, 
intrading into parishes, and denounci]ig as unconverted men 
the ministers who did not choose to approve their fanatical 
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proceedings. In consequence of these movements, violent 
controversies arose, churches were divided, and tlie govern- 
ment of this Colony by interposing to check these evils, only- 
increased the distnrbanee. 

The College was compelled to share in the universal com- 
motion. Its officers and students had attended worship from 
the beginning with the first Ecclesiastical Society in New 
Haven. Yery eai'ly in tlie Eecords of College, I find a no- 
tice of negotiations with that society in regai'd to seats for 
the students and the rent to be paid for their use. The pas- 
tor of the First Church, who had been ordainedin 1716, the 
Kev. Joseph Noyes, was thought to be an Arminian in sen- 
timent ; and hia style of preaching was far from being forci- 
ble, or attractive to tlie generality of his hearers.* A large 
number of his parishionei's, who wanteda sounder and more 
animated preacher, had lately withdrawn, and laid the foun- 
dation of what is now the North Church and Society, of 
which Dr. Dntton is the present pastor. In the long con- 
test attending this division, "whatever Christian virtues 
were in exercise, those of long sufl"ering, meekness and char- 
ity were fax from being very conspicnous." President Clap 
was a Calvinist, though at first by no means so strenuous in 
asserting his views as he became afterwards, under the pres- 
sure of opposition and when he deemed the truth to be ex- 
posed to more imminent danger. His strong dislike of the 
new measures adopted in the revival, had even brought on 
him the charge of being inclined to Arminianism, But in 
common with most of his associates in the government of 
College, he was dissatisfied with the doctrines of Mr. !Noyes, 
and still more with his want of life in the pulpit. The same 
discontent was felt by tlie students and by many of their 
parents, so that the institution was beginning to suffer in tlie 
eyes of the public from its I'elation to the Fii-st Church and 
its unpopular pastor. 

* S«c Appeudix, No. I. 
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Ill this emergency, President Clap, with the sanction of a 
majority of the trustees, determined to foiiit a distinct con- 
gregation within the walls of College, Tbere is no room for 
doubt tliat this purpose was urged forwai'd, if not suggested, 
by the difficulties we have just described. But it is equally 
certain that the President and his colleagues did not re- 
sort to the plan merely to get clear of a temporaiy ti-ouble. 
They were fully convinced, and justly too, as the event has 
shown, that the proposed an-angement would prove to he 
of permanent utility. And they were not precipitate in the 
steps they took to cany their resolution into effect. 

In 1746, the Coj-poration voted "that they would choose a 
pubhe Professor of Divinity in the College, as soon as tliey 
could procure a sufficient support." Tlie same year, the Hon. 
Philip Livingston of Livingston Manor, a member of his 
Majesty's GouncU for the province of New York, having had 
four sons educated at the College, gave the sum of twenty- 
eight pounds, ten shillings sterling, to the President and !Fel- 
lows, to be used as they should deem most for the advantage 
of the Institution. The Corporation, judging " that it would 
he most for the benefit and advantage of the College to have 
a Professor of Divinity, and that if the beginning of a fund 
for his maintenance was once laid, it was probable that gen- 
erous donations might be made in addition thereunto," voted 
" that the said sum be sequestered and appropriated for a 
fund for the maintenance of a Professor of Divinity in the 
College," and that in commemoration of Mr. Livingston's 
generosity, the Profe^or on the foundation be called and 
known by the name and title of Livingston Professor of 
Divinity. Again, at a meeting held in' September, 1T52, 
tlie Corporation adopted the following preamble and resola- 
tion : " Whereas, a Professor of Divinity in this College 
would upon all accounts be advantageous, and the present 
state of the town of New Haven rendera snch an officer more 
necessary : — Resolved, that we will endeavor to get a sup- 
port for a Professor of Divinity, as soon as may be, by all such 
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ways and means as prudence eliall direct." At a later meet- 
ing the same year, they proceeded to elect a Professor, and 
made choice of Rev. Solomon "Williams of Lebanon, inviting 
him to enter on his office as soon as they could procure 
" sufficient means for his support." On account of his age 
and infirmities, he declined the appointment. Tlie General 
Assembly at their session in Octoher of the nest year, 
ordered a contiubution throughout the churches in aid of the 
new project. Having recounted the religious end for which 
tiie College was founded, they ,eay : " And whereas, the 
settling a learned, pious and orthodox Professor of Divinity 
in the said College, would greatly tend to promote that good 
end and design ; and whereas, the pi-esent incomes of said 
College are but in part sufficient to support such a Pro- 
fessor, — this Assembly being desirous to promote and en- 
courage such a good design, do hereby grant and allow of, and 
order a general contribution to be made in all the religious 
societies in this colony, and recommend the same, both to 
ministers and people, and order that the money raised there- 
by be remitted to the President of said College, to be im- 
proved by tlie Coi'poration towards the support of sucli Pro- 
fessor," The income of one half of the College lands in the 
county of Litchfield, which had been leased out for a long 
term, was devoted to the same object; a donation was also 
made by Mr. Gershom Clark of Lebanon ; and the sums thus 
obtained, together with the gift of Mr. Livingston, made up 
the requisite amount. At about the same time, tJie Corpora- 
tion ordained that every person chosen a Fellow, President, 
Proftasor or Tutor in College, should publicly give his assent 
to the Westminster catechism and confession of faitli and 
should renounce' all principles contrary thereto, and undergo 
besides such an examination as the Corporation should order.* 
At a special meeting held on the 2lEt of November, 1753, 

* This test was changed in 1778, On the Licceasion of President Stiles, into 
an assent to the Siybrook platform, and waa wholly abolished in IB23. 
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tlie Corporation also requested the President to couiraence 
preaching at once, in the College Hall, at wliich all the stu- 
dents should be required to attend ; and they engaged them- 
selves to assist him, each of them promising to supply the 
desk for at least one Sabbath. The Rev, Solomon Williams 
was invited to remain and inaugurate the new service on the 
next Lord's day. On that day, accoMingl j , public worship 
was held for the fli-st time on Sunday witliin tlie walls of the 
College. Nothing now remained but to find a suitable per- 
son to fill the new chair. In September, 1755, the Coi-pora- 
tii5n fixed on the Rev. Naphtali Daggett, pastor of a church 
at Smithtown on Long Island, as a candidate for the office. 
He aiTived in New Haven and began to preach in the fol- 
lowing November, On the 3d of March, 1756, the President 
and Fellows met, and proceeded to examine Mr. Daggett at 
great length, " as to his principles of religion, his knowledge 
and skill in divinity, cases of conscience, scnpture history 
and chronology, antiquity, skill in the Hebrew tongue and 
various other qualifications for a Professor," in all which 
points he gave full satisfaction. On the next day, he 
preached in the College Hall a discourse on the passage in 
I Cor. ii. 3, " For I determined not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Olirist and Him crucified." He then avow- 
ed his assent to tlie Westminster catechism and confession of 
faith, and to the Saybrook platform; declared his belief tjiat 
the Apostles' creed, the Nicene creed and the Athanasian 
creed agree with the word of God ; assented to the ninth of 
the thirty-nine articles of the Cliurch of England, being that 
which relates to Original Sin ; and ended by presenting a 
full confession from his own pen, which covere five lai-ge, 
closely wiitten pages on the book of Records, Having set 
forth his positive views, he concludes this document with 
renouncing and abjuring, in detail, "all the errors and here- 
sies, which commonly go under the name of Arianism, So- 
cinianism, Arminianism, Pelagianism, Antinomianism, and 
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Eiitliiisiasrn."* He n-as then solemnly inducted info his 
office and a charge was addressed to him, and another to the 
assembled students who were to come under his pastoral 
care. It is a sign of the gratification with which the ad- 
rent of the new Professor was hailed, that in the salutatory 
oration on the ensuing Commencement, he was specially ad- 
di'essed in terms of high compliment. Yaiious efforts were 
made by the Ecclesiastical Society in town to tring the College 
back to their congregation ; and an aiTangement was made 
by which Professor Daggett preached half of the time for 
several mouths in Mr. Noyes's pulpit, and the students attend- 
ed worship with the Pirst Church, as before. But the result 
of the experiment not being satisfactory to the Corporation, 
the service in College was soon resumed, and since that time 
has been kept up without interruption. Tlie next step was 
the formation of the Church. The Corporation at their meet- 
ing on the 39th of June, 1757, received a petition signed by 
the tutors and several of the students, stating their desire " to 
attend upon the ordinance of tlie Lord's Supper under the 
administration of tlie Eev. Professor and to walk together in 
stated Christian communion."! The signei^ of the petition 
were the original members of the Ohm'ch. They were the 
three tutors, Mr. liiehard Woodhnll, Mr. Seth Ponieroy and 
Mr. Nathan WilHams; one resident graduate, Mr. John 
Devotion, who afterwards became the p^tor of a church in 
Saybrook ; arid eight undergraduates. Tliese undergradu- 
ates, (of whom all but two became ministere,) as they were 
afterwards designated, were the Eev. Noah Wilhston of 
West Haven, the Eev. Jonathan Leavitt of Charlemont, 
Mass., the Rev. Bnlkley Olcott of Oharlestown, N. H., the 
Eev^. Roger Viete, Episcopal clergyman at Simsbury, the 
Rev. Benjamin Boardman of Haddam, Edmund G. Rawson 
and Lemuel Barnard, Esqa., and the Rev. Richard C. Graham 

* See Appendis, No. II. 

\ The entire petition may be seen m the Appendix, No. III. 
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of Pelham, Mass.* Tlic Corporation immediately voted to 
grant the request made to them, and to organize the peti- 
tioners into a church, which was done on the following day, 
the SOth of June. The College assembled, and listend to a 
sermon from Professor Daggett, on Matt, v.li, — "Ye are the 
light of the world. A city tliat is set on a hill, cannot be 
hid." The President then, in tlie name of the Corporation, 
made a formal address, first to the Professor and then to 
the communicants, declaring tliem a church and installing 
him as theh pastor.f 

These ceremonies took place in tlie apartment known as 
the College Hall. Tliis was the ■ dining-room of the original 
Coliege edifice, — a long, narrow, wooden building, standing 
on the front of the College yard, just at the corner of 
Chapel and College sti-eets. Could one who was present on 
that occasion, revisit this spot, after the lapse of a hundred 
yeai-s, he would find little to remind him of the scene. At 
about the time of which we speak, tlie grounds belonging 
to the College had been enlarged by the buying of land to 
the north and west ; but even after tliie purchase, they in- 
cluded less than half of the present square. Scattered 
over what is now the College Green, were several shops and 
dwelling houses owned by citizens of the town; and the 
lot on which was afterwards placed the President's house4 
was tlie property of Dr. Benjamin Franklin. The oldest 
edifice now standing, the South Middle College, was just 
finished. On the completion of the outside of it, in 1752, 

• The Lord's Supper was first adminiat«red on the tliird day of the next July. 
The first person admitted to the chui'oh by profession of faith, Mr. Oliver Noble, 
was received on the 17th day of the same iiioath. He afterwnrds became a 
pastor, first in Hewbury, Mass., then in Coventry, Conn., and finally in New- 
castle, N. H., where he died. He published two disoourses, one on the subject 
of Sacred Music, and the other occasioned by the Boston Massacre. 

t See Appendix, No. IV. 

X The first house built for the President, was on or near the spot where the Col- 
lege Street Church (Rev. Mr, Strong's) now stands. The building referred to 
above, the second house l)uilt for the I'resident, Is now the Analytical Laboratory. 



..Google 



14 

the President and Fellows walked into it, in procession, aiid 
the Beadle, by their order, made in Latin the following 
proclamation: "Whereas, tlirough the favor of Divine 
Froyidence, this new College house has heeii bnilt, by the 
munificence of the colony of Connecticut: in perpetnal 
commemoration of so great generosity, this neat and comely 
building shall he called Connecticut Hall."* It shows tlie 
power of the people in such mattei^, that this name was 
gradually dropped, although Dr. Dwight exerted himself to 
retain it, and also desired to have the building erected near 
it, Nort]i Middle College, known by the name of Berkeley 
Hall-t 

New HaTcn, a century ago, lay, for the most part, towards 
the water; and that poi-tion of the town now comprising 
Cliapel, Court and Elm streets, and extending from the Green 
as far as State street, did not exhibit more than twenty houses. 
On the Green, stood the Court House with two or three other 
public buildings of diminutive size, together with the solitary 
meeting-house having the ancient bnrying-ground in the 
rear4 The College faculty present at the establishment of tlie 
church, was composed of the President and three Tutors, no 
Professor having been known until the appointment of Mr. 
Daggett. At first, one class had been entrusted to each 
tutor, and he had continued to instruct it through the four 

* See Appendis, No. V. 

f It ifl to be regretted that we haye no monument of this hind to commemo- 
rate the noble prelate, whoae intei'est in the College is one of the most agiee- 
able facta in its early annals. President Clsp appears to have been disposed to 
accord with Berlteley's speculations on the subject of matter. " This College," 
aaja the President, "nill always retain a most gi'atefuS Sense of his Generosity 
(uid Merits; and probably a favorable Opinion of his Idea oS material Sitb- 
atanee ; as not consisting in an unknown and inconceivable sitbstratian, but in a 
stated Union and Combination of Sensiblt Ideas, eicited from without, by some 
Intelligent Being." The rejection of the Bishop's ingenious tlieory is happily 
consistent with the eiercise of graOtude for his benefloence, 

t The new meeting-house stood near the 9. E. corner of Elm and Church 
streets, on a site at resent covered by St. John's buildings. 
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years. But soon after the accession of President Olap, a 
change waa made, in consequence of which classes remained 
bat three years under tl^eir reapectiye tutora. The fourth 
year, they were taught by tlie President, chiefly in logic, 
Metaphysics and Theology, — a coui-ae of study going under 
the general name of Divinity, Civilians were not added to 
the Corporation until much later, and that body consisted 
of ten ministers, of whom eight attended the exercises on 
the occasion to wliich we refer. 

It is time for us to explain how these proceedings of the 
College were regarded abroad. No sooner was it known to 
be the design of the President to institute a church, than a 
great outcry was raised against the measui'e. It was con- 
tended that the College was included in the first Ecclesiastical 
Society of Hew Haven, and that the establishment of a sepa- 
rate religions society, by an act of the Corporation, was ille- 
gal and disorderly. The act of toleration, passed in 1708, 
had given to disaentera from Congregationalism, tlie liberty 
to unite in churches by tliemaelves ; and after the year 1729, 
such dissenters were no longer taxed for the support of the 
established worship. But seceding Congregationalists and 
Presbyterians were still obliged to pay a tax to the parish, 
and by a law passed in 1742, were forbidden to employ a 
minister without the consent of its pastor and a majority of 
its niembei-s. An ordained minister who should preach with- 
out such permission, might be arrested and carried ont of the 
colony as a vagrant. Under this law, the Kev. Samuel Fin- 
ley, afterwards President of the College of New Jersey, was 
twice seized, once in Milford and again in New Haven, and 
carried out of Connecticut in the custody of the sheriff. In 
1743 the ancient act of toleration was repealed in such tenns 
as to leave Congregational dissenters wholly without protec- 
tion. None had been more decided in opposing tiiem than 
President Clap ;* and he was' now chai-ged with doing 

* See .^.ppendix, No, VL 
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himself what he had so loudly condemned in others. He 
was also accused of going counter to the ecclesiastical con- 
stitution of the colony, by establishing a church without tlie 
advice and consent of the consociation of the district. Le- 
gal prosecution even, was tlireatened to bring the College 
hack to its foi-mer place of worship. Under these circum- 
stances, the President issued, in 1754, a pamphlet entitled Tlie 
MeUgi<ms OonsUtution of Collies. In a temperate argument, 
conducted with much ahihty, he aimed to show that a college 
by its own nature, andTale College in particular, by its charter, 
has all tlie attributes and powers of a religious society. In 
support of his position, lie appealed to the acknowledged 
character of the English Universities and to the highest Eng- 
lish authorities. He referred to the fact that the foundei's 
of the College were ministers, whose main design was the 
promotion of religion. Among the proofs which he brought 
forward and which went far to sustain his view, was the fol- 
lowing preamble to the original charter given in 1701 : 
"Whereas several well disposed and public spirited persons, 
of their sincere regard to and zeal for upholding and propa- 
gating of the Christian Protestant religion, by a succession of 
learned and orthodox men, have expressed by petition their 
eaiTiest desires that full liberty and privilege be granted 
unto certain undertakers for the founding, suitably endow- 
ing and ordering a coUegiate school, wherein youth may be 
instructed in arts and sciences, who, through the blessing of 
Almighty God, may be fitted for public employment, both 
in cliurch and civil state: to the intent, therefore, that all 
due encouragement may be given to such pious resolutions, 
and that so necessary and religious an undertaking may be set 
forward, supported and well managed ; — be it enacted," etc_ 
He also cited from the doings of the Trustees at their first 
meeting after obtaining their charter, this formal expression 
of their object in the undertaking: "Whereas, it was the 
glorious, public design of our now blessed fathers, in their 
removal from Europe into these parts of America, both 
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to phml;, and, under the Divine lilessiiig, to propagate in this 
wilderness, the blessed reformed Protestant religion, in the 
pnrity of its order and worship, not only to their posterity, 
but also to the barbarous natives : in which great entei-prise 
theywanted not the royal commands and favor of His Majesty, 
Charles the Second, to authorize and invigorate them, — 
we their nnworthy posterity lamenting our past neglects of 
this grand errand, and sensible of our equal obligations, 
better to prosecute the same end, are desirous in our genera- 
tion to be serviceable thereunto. "Whereunto the religious 
and liberal education of suitable youth, is, under the blessing 
of God, a chief and most probable expedient. Therefore, 
that we might not be wanting in cherishing the present ob- 
servable and pious disposition of many well-minded people 
to dedicate their children aud substance unto God in such a 
good service; and being ourselves witli sundiy other Eever- 
end elders, not only desired by our godly people to un- 
dertake as trustees, for erecting, forming, ordering and regu- 
lating a Collegiate school for the advancement of such 
education : but having also obtained of our present religious 
government, both full liberty and assistance by tlieir dona- 
tions to such a use ; tokens likewise that particular persons 
will not be wanting in their beneficence ; do in duty to God and 
the weal of our country, undertake in the aforesaid design," 
At the same time, the Trustees took special care that the 
Rector should so instruct the students as to establish them in 
"the principles of the Christian Protestant religion," By 
evidence of this sort, tlie President defended the right of 
the College to determine for itself what religious instruction 
its members should receive, and to maintain separate woreliip 
within its walls. He vindicated tlie expediency of the 
measure by alhiding to tlie perils to which the students were 
exposed from the prevalence of religious eiTor, and to the 
manifest propriety and advantage of an arrangement by 
^vhicb the preaching could be adapted, in matter and style, to 
the condition of a cominmiity so peculiar. In 1755, Presi- 
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dent Clap pnblielied a second pamplilet, entitled, A hie/Yin- 
dioation of the Doctrines received and estailished in the 
Ohwches in Jfew England, intended to prore that t!ie reso- 
lutions of tlie corporation in 1753, making all candidates for 
ofisce in College subject to a religious test, were in harmony 
■with tlie views of its fonnders. A pamphlet was pnbliBhed 
against the Prt^ident by Dr. Benjamin Gale of Killingworth, 
entitled A Letter from a Gentl&ma/n in the East to his friend 
in the West. To this, a reply was written hy Pj'esident Clap, 
and printed anonymously. An acrimonious controversy fol- 
lowed. Several additional pamphlets appeared from the pen 
of Dr. Gale, which were answered by tlie Eev. John Grar 
ham of "Woodbury. In contending that the College, in vir- 
tue of its nature, is a religious establishment, the President 
had frequently spoken of it as " a religious society of a supe- 
rior nature," and of its merabei-s as superior in capacity and 
rank. These expressions were deemed quite oifenaive, and 
were made a subject of bitter censure by his opponents. But 
the ablest of all tlie pamphlets on tlieir side, was the reply 
to the President's Essay on New England orthodoxy, from 
the pen of Thomas Darling, Esq., Chief Justice of the Court of 
Common Pleas, and an upright and distinguished gentle- 
man of this town. It is worthy of remark, that a few years 
before, Judge Darling had been a tutor in College, and with 
his associates, Chauucey Whittelsey, afterwarcU minister of 
the First Cliurch in New Haven, and John "WTiiting, had 
joined President Clap in a declaration against Whiteiield, in 
which they condemned some of his proceedings.* At that 
time, the President, with his conservative cast of mind, had 
been alarmed at the novel ways of the New Light preach- 
ers, as they were called;! but becoming more alive to the 
evils of Arminianism, he grew more reconciled to them. 

» For a favthei- aocoimt of this Declaration, see Appendix, No. VII. 

f "New Lights — a name generally given to zealous people, ivLo appeared to 
lore animated, heart-searching and experimental preaoherB." This definition is 
given by Trumbull, who was himself a New Li^ht. 
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He al80 saw an improvement in their manners, and found 
that the advocates of the New Divinity were not disposed to 
surrender the great doctrines of the Gospel, but to stand by 
them with more vigor than their opponents.* Tlie Hr. 
Graham of whom I have just spoken, was of that party, 
and had preached the sermon at the organization of the 
separate cliurch in Kew Haven. Before I conclude this 
notice of President Clap, I should mention that he gave a 
lot of land, and obtained funds by subscription for the 
erection of a house npon it, for the use of the Professor. It 
was built in J 757; and in the summer of tliat year, t-he Pres- 
ident, in the presence of an assembly of gentlemen, " with 
all proper formalities," put him in possession of the new 
dwelling, so long as he should remain faithftd to the estab- 
lished standards of faith. f He also procured the building of 
a new Chapel, now the Athenjeiim, which was opened in 1763 
for Collegiate exercises, by a sermon from Professor Daggett ; 
and towards evening, on the day of dedication, " two English 
orations were delivered by two of the pupils belonging to the 
College.":]: The many improvements made by the President, 
and especially his great victory in the conflict before the Gen- 
eral Aeembly for the independence of the College, shed a lus- 
tre upon his administration, Buttliey operated at the time to 
raise np against him numerous enemies, who excited grievous 
disordei-s in College, and cast a cloud over his last days. 
Though he was a man of imperious will, I have tlie au- 
thority of President Woolsey for saying that "probably no 
college of&eer in Wew England has ever devoted himself to 
hie College with more untiring zeal and disinterestedn^s, 
and on the whole with more siiccess, than President Clap." 

"We have now gone through the storm in which the church 
was planted and the story of its future growth is more pleas- 

* For a more full expliwatioii of Presidant Clap's views, see Appendix, No. 
VIIL 

I This ancient house ia still standing on York street, south of Chapel street. 
j Conncuticut Gazette, July 2, 1763, 
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ant. Let iie turn to contemplate, for a moment, the life and 
character of the first Pastor. Dr. Daggett was a native of 
Attleborough, MassaclniBetts ; he was bom September 8th, 
li27; and was graduated at this College, with honor, in 
1748- He had been a minister at Smithtown five yeai's, 
when he wae called to his place here. He is described by 
one who knew him, aa being in person "of about the middle 
height, strong framed, inclining to be corpulent, slow in liis 
gait and somewhat clumsy in his movements." He was a 
man of respectable abilities ; well read in theology, but not 
learned in other branches of knowledge. It was the prac- 
tice of Dr. Daggett and of his successors, down to a recent 
period, to preach a course of sermons on systematic theology. 
T!iese were mingled with miscellaneous discourses, and ex- 
tended through Uie four yeai-s, — it having been the design to 
eomhine in one department the functions of Pastor and 
Teacher of Divinity.* Although chosen to defend a theo- 
logical interest, it is a noteworthy fact that Dr. Daggett kept 
entirely aloof from controversy, and contented himself with 
discharging his official duties in College. His sermons are 
stated by Dr. Dwight to have been, in the estimation of the 
older part of his hearers, "judicious, clear, solemn and 
impressive. "t It was complained, however, that his preach- 
ing lacked inspiration, and that his discussions were too diy 
and abstract to interest the young. Such murmurs were 
owing in part to the rise of a new school, composed of 
such men as Trumbull, Dwight, and the elder Bnckminster, 
who devoted themselves with zeal to the stndy of Khetorio 

» "The Professor of Divinity preaches S m n n til Chap 1 e y Lord's 
Daj, iQ the Course of a body of Divinity, Do t 1 and P a t oal and occa- 
BioniLl Discourses or Lectures at other Tin s and f qu ntly piyate 

Counsel and InstruetioD." — Frenidetii Clap's It t y f 1 1 C II i p 81. 

\ "Tlie Professor [Daggett] was ao inatru t e ami a elloQt prea her: his 
Becmons were enriched with ideas and sound d n t we -e do tni al BKperi- 
mental and pungent. He waa acceptable to the legislature, clergy, and people 
in general."— r^'idfli^;;, History of Gon.necti6Ut, Vol. 3, p. 336. 
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and Literature, and by tlieir more brilliant writing, made 
the style of the former period seem spiritless. That Dr. 
Daggett was not destitute of wit, may be inferred from a 
passage in his account of the dai-k day of 1780, published 
in one of the newspapers at the time. "Tlie appear- 
ance," he says, " was indeed uncommon, and the cause un- 
known ; yet tliere is no reason to consider it as supernatural 
or ominoiis. It is therefore hoped that no pereons, whether 
of a vapoury constitution of body, or an enthusiastic turn 
of mind, ■will be in the least terrified by it; or inspired to 
prophesy any futiire events till tliey shall come to pass," 
On tlie resignation of President Clap in 1766, he was chosen 
President pro teinpore, and continued to act in that capacity 
until three yeai's before bis death. One of the most memo- 
rable actions of liis life was the part he took in defending 
the town against the Bi-itisb, on the 5th of July, 1779. A 
large force under General Tryon had landed tlie evening be- 
fore, in the south part of West Haven. To give the inhab- 
itants time to remove their goods, a volunteer company of 
young men, of whom many were students, marched out 
under the command of James Hillhouse,''* to check their 
approach. As this gallant coi'ps of youth was passing 
West Bridge, they were overtaken by Dr. Daggett on horse- 
back, riding at a furious i"ate. Having addressed them a 
few patriotic words, he rode on in advance, and took his sta- 
tion on a hill a little apart from the rest. Here, as he was 
attempting to gain a covert of buslies, he was surprised 
by t]ie advance of the enemy, fired upon, and soon taken 
prisoner,— not, however, until he had discharged his musket 
at them from a distance of only twelve rods. With diffi- 
culty, they were induced to spare his life. He was cruelly 

* The Hon. Jamea Hillhonse was a. graduate of the College, in the cIqsb of 
1778. He wfiB a Btalesman of the school of Washington, and his eminent Ber- 
TJees to his country form a part of our public history. He wns a most valuable 
friend to the College, and seryed for half a eeutui-y in the office of Treasurer. 

Mr. Hilliiouac died in ISS5, at the age of IS years. 
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beaten, roliljed and compelleii to march into town under a 
burning sim. He was then released, biit never fully recov- 
ered from the effect of his sufferings.* He had resigned the 
Presidency in April, 1777, but he continued to perform the 
duties of his Professorehip until his death, which occurred 
after a short illness, iNovember 26th, 1780. The funeral of 
Dr. Daggett was attended by a great concourse of people. 
A sermon was delivered on the occasion by President Stiles, 
and a Latin oration by one of the resident graduates. 

A few montliB after the death of Dr. Daggett, the Corpo- 
ration met to deliberate upon the choice of a successor. The 
two candidates were Mr, Abraham Baldwin, tlien a Tutor in 
College, and Eev. Samuel Wales. Hr. Baldwin was elected, 
but having been called to preside over the new Univereity of 
Greorgia, he declined the appointraent.f At a subBec^uent 
meeting in September 1781, Mr. Wales was therefore chosen 
to fill the vacancy, and was inducted into his office on tlie 

" Dr. Daggett's own account of this affair may be found in Barber's Historical 
Collections of Connecticut. Two silTer oupa which had been preaented by PreM- 
dent Clap in ll57, for the communiontable, were curried awayby tlie British on 
the ocoaBion described above. In 1182, seyecal members of the chui'ch united 
"m giving two cups to take the place of those lost. On the list of these donors, 
as reoordod by Dr. Stiles, are the names of Samuel Austin, Abiel Holmes, Jed- 
ediah Morse and Richard Salter Storrs. On the same page of tbe Church Rec- 
ords, is the following notice of a donation made for another purpose ; " Dec. 
18, lYSl. At the pnbUc Thanksgiving there was a Contribution amounting to 
£S. 1. 6., Silver Money, in the College Chapel, for the sufferers at New Loudon 
lately burned by the enemy." 

■\ " Mr. Baldwin was invited to Georgia to preside over the University of that 
State ; but the inatjtution not being organized, he entered on political life. In 
1785, he was chosen a delegate from Georgia to tbe old Congress. In I'lSI, he 
was sent a delegate Co the Convention in Philadelphia, which framedtbe present 
constitution of tiie United States. On the adoption of the Constitution, he was 
a member of the House of Representatives till 1799 ; when he was transferred 
to the Senate, where he continued till his death. He was born in New Haven, 
September, 1754, and died in the city of Washington, March 4, 1807. Among 
other preachers in the College Chapel during this vacancy in the Prnfessorsliip 
of Divinity, was Mr. Joel Barlow, then a candidate for tbe ministry, more ex- 
teusivolj- known as tlic author of tbe Columbia d."—i'j-o/. Kingnhy. 
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12th day of the following June.'* This eminent divine was 
born in Kaynham, Mass., in JIarcli, 174S, and belonged to 
the class of 1T67, which includes on its list the distinguished 
names of John TrumbiiU, Governor Ti'ead well and ICathanael 
Emmoue, Haying taiiglit for a while in X)r. Wlieelock's In- 
dian school at Lebanon, and served for a year as Tutor, he 
■was ordained in 1770, at Milford, Connecticut. There he con- 
tinued, with the exception of a short time, when lie held the 
office of Chaplain in the Revolntionary army, until his elec- 
tion to his office in College. Dr. Wales is described as intel- 
lectual and imposing in liis personal appearance, as grave in 
his deportment, and as combining in his religious character 
"warm emotions with deep principles. He belonged to the new 
school, which set a high value on literary culture, and hence 
possessed tlie graces of style that were missed in his prede- 
cessor. All agree in asciibing to Dr. Wales a singular pow- 
er of eloquence. His discourses were the result of elaborate 
study, and were solid and edifying, as well as attractive. But 
his career of usefulness was short. He was soon attacked 
with a nervous disease, which gradually became an incurable 
epilepsy. "While in the pulpit, he was not unfreqnently seized 
with a paroxysm of liis disorder, and obliged to suspend the 
service. A voyage to Europe, undertaken for the benefit of 
his health, proved ineffeetnal ; and after enduring much suf- 
fering for several yeare, being at times deprived of reason, 
he died on the 18th of February, 1794. The funeral sermon 
was preached by Dr. Dana, and his eulogy was pronounced 
in Latin by President Stiles-f In his epitaph, which is also 
believed to have been written by Dr. Stiles, he is said to have 



* The meeting of the CorporaUon for the examination of Dr. Wales, was hold 
at Hai'tford on the ooeasion of the Annual Election, He was examined not only 
with reference to his pcoficiencj in theology, but also in other branches of ad- 
enoe, including Natural Philosophy. 

■j- In this discourse, President Stiles " announced his text (I Sam, xxv. 1) in 
the original Hebrew, and the discourse itself waE in Latin ; tlie last exhibition 
of the kind, probably, in New England." — Kingshy'sIAfeof Stiles, p. 60, 
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filled the Profeasorsbip of Divinity in the College " with dis- 
tinguisbed reputation and honor, for almost twelve jeai^ ; 
eminent for superior abilities, solemnity in pnlpit eloquence, 
fui" clear and Just views in theology, and a most venerable 
piety." 

During the prolonged illness of Dr. Wales, it became the 
duty of the President, with snch assistance as he niiglit pro- 
cure, to supply his place. At his election in 1777, Dr. Stiles 
had likewise been appointed Professor of Ecclesiastical His- 
tory, and he was accustomed to deliver, each week, a lecture 
on that subject in the Chapel. "While possessing decided 
points of excellence, as a preachei'. Ins constant impulse to 
eommnnicate his stores of learning, made bim lees fitted for 
the pulpit than for the chair of instruction,* It having be- 
come cleai' that Dr. Wales would never be able to resume 
his office, the Corporation had proceeded, in September, 
1793, to choose a successor. Dr. Lathrop, of West Spring- 
field, Mass., was elected, but declined the call. After the ac- 
cession of Dr. Dwight to the presidency, several attempts 
were made, without success, to fill thevacancy-t The duties 
of the place continued to be discharged by the President, at 
the req^uest of the Corporation, annually i-epeated, until the 

" The theologipal character of Dr. Stiles is disouBsed in tte Appendis, No. IX. 
It ia an ancient oustom foe the President, on Sundny, to Bit in liie pulpit with 
the Profeaaop of Diyjnitj. The Biographer of Dc. Stiles obseiTes of liim : " On 
the Lord's day, lie was peculiarly attentive to the preservatioa of order and de- 
cency ; and to this end, strictly eiyoiaed it on the Tiitors to visit the chambers 
of the students on' that day: When the Professor of Divinity began liis sermon 
in the Chapel, the President rose and cost his eyes, with muiuta attention, over 
all the Etndects, first oa one side of the Chapel, and then on the other, to sea 
that thej were properly seatedand decently attentive. By such vi^lant inspec- 
tion, he preserved a stillness and solemnity, which the eminent talenta of the 
Professor might not, alone, have uniformly insured." 

\ The persons suoces^veiy chosen to the office, at this time, all of whom, for 
various reasons, declined the appointment, were the Rev, David Parsons, of 
Amherst, Mass,, Rev. John Gemmil, of Pleasant Valley, Pa,, Rev. Charies 
Backus, D. D., of Somera, Conn,, and Mr. Henry Davis, then a Tutor in College, 
Mr, Davis was prevented from taking the office, only by ill health. 
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year 1805, when he coiiaeutcd to take tlie ProfeBSOvsliip of 
Divinity, in connection ■with the office to which he had first 
been chosen,* Previous to this time, he had preached on 
Sunday mornings, from brief notes, the sei-mons eompi-ised 
in his tlieological syatem. Tlieae he now wrote ont and de- 
livered to anccessive generations of students, until the end of 
his life. They underwent, however, much revision from time 
to time ; and his miscellaneons diecom^es, wliich were 
usually given in the at'ternoon, and were from the flret 
more fn]ly written, continued to multiply. The recitations 
of the Senior class before him on Saturdays, always related 
to some theological topic; and on the evening of Satxirday, 
it was his habit to attend the devotional meeting established 
under President Stiles, in 1780. The great merits of Dr. 
Dwiglit are never questioned : his character requirea no enlo- 
gj ; and I shall simply state the impresBions I have gained 
from the penisal of his theological writings, and from the 
reports of those who enjoyed his teaching. With tlie name 
of President Dwight, we always associate the conception of 
a large, well balanced, well funiislied mind. His reading, 
especially in youth, was extensive ; and would have been 
more thorongh, had not his eye-siglit been early impaired ; 
and his travels, together with his chequered experience, as 
legislator, chaplain in the army, and paiish minister, had 
shown him many phases of life. His temper was ardent to 
a fault, but at the same time generons and magnanimous. 
He was, in a degree, conscious that natnre had marked him 
for a leader, and qualified him for a wide influence ; and this 
jnst feeling of superiority lent power and dignity to all his 
pei-formances. Says one who is able to testify on this point, 
as few are,^ — ^"he was preeminently a conscientious, disin- 
terested man, under the influence of adeep and earnest piety, 
without tlie least pretense or affectation of sanctify. His 
character has often presented itself to my admiration and 

* For remarks on tiio progvcsa of thu New Dhiintj, ace Appc.idix, Xo. X. 
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love, but never so impressively as under the aspect of so 
mucli greatness, coutroUed by so muck principle."* 

The sermons of Dr. Dwiglit, if they seldom stnke out 
trains of original tlioaght, present in a lucid form, and defend 
by apposite and fervid argument, the great substance of 
established ti'uth. If he does not, like his illustrious ances- 
tor. President Edwards, display the geuius of a discoverer in 
the department of religious science, he is free from the 
faults into wliich tlie discoverer is liable to fall. His ■wri- 
tings are not mai'red by exaggerated statements or one-sided 
views of Christian doctrine. They are so jndicioiis and 
moderate in handling difficult and controverted themes, so 
candid in dealing with error, so affectionate in their tone, 
and wiUial so complete in the range of topics discussed, that 
notwithstanding all tliat has been written since, I know not 
where to find a system of theology' more worthy to be read. 

Of the influence of Dr. Dwight within College and abroad, 
there will be an occasion to speak in another pai't of the dis- 
course. Tlie effect of his exertions and example in elevating 
the current style of preaching, may be mentioned here. He 
broke up the metaphysical mode of discussion so prevalent 
at that time in the pulpit, and introduced a more popular 
and instructive method of address. In this needed reform, 
whicli brought religions truth to bear on all classes of the 
community, he did more, perhaps, than any of liia contempo- 
raries. The death of Dr. Dwight occurred on the 11th of 
January, 1817. A discouree was preached to the immense 
assembly gathered at his funeral, by the Eev. Dr. Chapin, of 
Kocky Hill ; and a month later, an appropriate eulogy was 
pronounced on his life and character, by Professor Silliman. 

At the next Commencement, my honored predecessor, 
Dr. Eleazar T. Fitch, who was then a resident graduate 
of the Andover Theological Seminary, was elected to 
the Professorship of Divinity. He was inaugurated and oi-- 

" From the Rev. Dr. Taylor's Letter in Spragiie's Annals of the Ameriean 
Pulpit. 
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daiiied, on the 5lh of November, 1S17. The sermon on that 
occasioa was preached by the llev. Dr. Elliott, of East Guil- 
ford, (now Madison,) a member of the corporation. In con- 
sequence of the increased number of students, the old chapel 
which had been nserl for public worship more than sixty 
years, was found to be too small to accommodate them ; and 
the present edllice was erected, and dedicated on the 27th of 
November, 1824. Dr. Fitcli closed his long and able minis- 
try by resigning his office at the Commencement in 1852. 
During the thirty-five years in which he sustained the pastoral 
oflice, there were admitted to the church by profession, four 
hundred audforty persons, and by letter, nine hundred andfor- 
ty-iive,— in all, tliirteen hundred and eighty-live communi- 
cants.* It is convenient to mention in tliis place, that the Con- 
fession of Faith and Covenant now in use, were introduced 
when Dr. Dwight became the paetor.f Tlie previous confess- 
ion, which was drawn by President Clap, was equally short 
and simple. The practice of incorporating an entire system 
of theology into tlie creeds of our Congregational Churches, 
came into vogne with the dissensions tliat followed the great 
Revival. Our Ghtu-ch has happily kept clear of this pernicious 
and unjuBtiiiable custom. "While it has properly required of 
its teachers at their ordination, a full and satisfactory state- 
ment of their belief, it has only exacted of its communicants 
an assent to such articles of faith as lie at tlie foundation of 
Christian expeiience. In this way, it has excluded from 
communion few, if any, real believers. On this catholic 
and only lawful basis, may it always continue to stand ! 

Thus far your attention has chiefly been directed to the 
external affairs of the Church, and to the succession of its 
pastors. We turn now to contemplate tlie events that per- 

* Could Dr. Fitoh be persuaded to publish his Discourses, they would be 
seea (aside from their importanee aa contributions to theological science) to 
have a homiletic Talue, excelled by no similar work eyei' produced in this 

■f Tljty may be rend iu the Appendix, No, XL 
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tain more closely to its spiritnai life and histoiy. Knmerons 
revivals of religion, extending backward in a series over 
more than a centnry, deserve particular notice, Tiie first of 
ttese, of which ive posseee an account, occurred in 1741, 
about fifteen years before the Cliurch was organized.* It 
was occasioned in part by the labors of "Whitefiekl. Thia 
celebrated man made his first visit to Kew Haven the pre- 
ceding year. He preached several times, and in one of liis 
sermODs, as Ire reports in his Journal, " spoke very closely to 
the Btndents, and showed the dreadful ill consequences of an 
unconverted ministry." The interest in religion excited by 
his pj-eaching, continued to increase after his departure. In 
March, 1741, the JRev. Gilbert Tennent, the celebrated revi- 
val preacher of New Jersey, came to this place and remain- 
ed for a week, preaching often in Mr. Noyes's Chnrch, and 
two or three times in the College Hall. " Every one in Col- 
lege," says au eye-witness, " appeared to be under a degree 
of awakening and conviction." It was observed that the 
old distinction of higher and lower classes, was entirely bro- 
ken over; and the more zealous students visited every room, 
conversing on the subject of religion with the utmost free- 
dom and plainness. Among the persons thus visited was a 
Senior, who though belonging to a cliurcli, had begun to feel 
that he had never expei'ienced the power of religion in his 
heart. In a nai'rative ■written long afterwai'ds, he says of his 
visitor, tlien a member of the Junior class : " I was not at a 
loss as to his design in making me a visit then, determining 
that he came to satisfy himself whether I were a Christian 
or not. And I resolved to keep him in the dark and to pre- 
vent his getting any knowledge of my state of religion. I 
was therefore wholly on the reserve, being conscions that I 
had no religious experience or religious affections to tell of. 

* There was a reviyal Iii New HaTen in 1136. Among the petsoiis then con- 
Terted wuh Aaron Burr, afterwards PreEident of the College of New Jersey, who 
was at thnt time puvsuiag his Studies here, as a resident gi'aduate. — Bacon's His- 
tvricai Discoursef, p. 206. 
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In his coiivevsation with me, he observed that he believed it 
impossible for a person to be converted, and to be a real 
Clii'ietian, without feeling liis heart at some times at least, 
sensibly and greatly affected with the character of Christ, 
and strongly going ont after him, or to tliat purpose. This 
remark struck conviction into ray mind." Tlie resnlt was 
his conversion, and the formation of a religions character 
whose purity has seldom been equalled. For the writer of 
this naiTative was Dr. Samuel Hopkins, Author of the Sys- 
tem of Divinity. And the young man who ventured thus to 
address liim was David Brainerd. A few months before en- 
tering College, while walking in a solitary place in the eve- 
ning, meditating on religions truth, the mind of Brainerd 
had been illuminated with new views of the Divine excel- 
lence, and he had caught sight " of a glory in the character 
of Grod and in the way of salvation by the crucified Son of 
the Itost High," ■which he had never before discerned. In 
this experience, which grew more refined and exalted, he 
went on for a few years, until overcome by the hardships of 
his missionary service among the Indians, he laid down his 
life at ihn age of twenty-nine. Tlie extent of this first revival, 
as well as its results, are thus described by President Ed- 
wards. " It was for a time," he says, " very great and gen- 
eral at New Haven, and the College had no small share in it. 
That Society was greatly reformed ; and the students in gen- 
eral became serious, many of them remarkably so, and much 
engaged in tlie concerns of their eternal salvation. How- 
ever undesirable the issues of the awakenings of that day 
have appeared in others, there have been manifestly happy 
and abiding effects of the impi'essions made on many of the 
members of that College." More tlian half of tlie students 
in the three upper classes devoted themselves to the ministry; 
and it is said that a largo part of those who selected other 
employments, were distinguished through life as the fnends 
of vital religion. 

In the year 1'745, "VVhitefield made liis second visit to New 
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Haven. The extravagance of some of his itinerant imitators 
■whom lie was supposed to encourage, togetJier with the nn- 
just aud imprudent remavfee which he had pnblished con- 
cerning tlie clergy and the colleges, had given great offense 
to many good men- Tlie General AsBociation, on learning 
his intention to travel through the State, passed a vote of 
disapprobation, and requested the ministers not to admit him 
into their pulpits. Accordingly he was not inyited to preach 
in Mr. Noyes's Ciiurch. But he preached from a platform 
raised in front of Mr. Fierpont's house* in Elm street, to a 
vast concourse aaaemhled from this and the neighboring 
towns. It is probable, however, that the opposition made to 
him, and the contentions that had sprung up in town, pre- 
vented his discourse from producing the wonted effect. 

The next revival took place in 1757, eoon after the com- 
mencement of Dr. Daggett's nainistiy. How extensive it 
was, the Records do not enable ns to determine. On ac- 
count of the coiitrovei-sies attending tlie formation of the 
church, but few of the students then in College came for- 
ward to join it. Of the one hundred and fifty-seven persons 
in the four classes, only eleven were at any time connected 
with the College Church, although not less than one-tliird of 
the whole number, afterwai'da became ministers. 

I have ascertained that, in 1764, "Wliiteiield visited New 
Haven for the third time, and, as is supposed, preached in 
tlie College Chapel. An extraordinaiy event had occurred 
just before his arrival. Some frenchmen residing in town, 
who had remained neuti^al in the war between England and 
Trance, in which tlie Colonies were actively engaged, had 
taken mortal offense at the conduct of certain wild students. 
Detennined on revenge, they gained admission into the 
kitchen where the food for the commons was prepared, and 
contrived to mix arsenic with a dish that was to be placed 
on tlie table. A great number of the students were seized 

* Which stood on the spot now occupied by the house of Mra. Judge Bristol. 
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■witli severe illneoS ; but by immediately resorting to medieal 
aid, most, if not ail, recovered. It was remembered that 
Whitefield made tliis singular occnrrence an occasion of 
giving a solemn admonition to Ma hearers, and a considera- 
ble number were brought to repentance.* After he had 
taken leave of tlie students, "such was tlie impression he had 
made on their minds, that they requested the President to go 
after him, to entreat for another 'quarter of an home's exhor- 
tation !' He complied with the request, and the ei^ect was 
what he called ' the crown of the expedition.' "f 

* The fad of WhitefiaW'B tliird visit, was firat brougli o eh 

brief memoir of Dr. Isaac Lewis, in Spvague's Annals of h An a Pup 
Dr. Lenia waa one of tlie persons thus affected by Whitefi d sco ae He 
frequently narrated the circuniEtanceB ; and the text of his f ne a non 
(wWoh WHS deliTcred m 1840 bj Ker, Noah Coe) was I Co n 11 he b me 
text with thit upon which Whitefield preached tlie aern on n T Co ge 
Chapel, whith hid been the means of awakening his mind to religion more 
than three quaiters of a century before." Mr. Coe states that Dr. Lewis used 
to repeat the teit as Whitefield pronounced it with his Welsh accent: 'For 
other foimdash-oa can no man laa [a as in lad] than is laad,'' otc. An account 
of the poisoning of the students' food is given in the following extract from a 
letter to Dr. Stiles, from his father-in-law, Mr. John Hubbard. This letter is 
datedatNewHaTen, 16th of April, 1164. "Lost Saturday, being at court, about 
noon, we were surprised by a very melancholy story from College. Eight j-two of 
the students were seized with violent vomiling, great thirst, weakness in the ex- 
tremities, and some with spasms and other symptoms of poison. By the use of 
emetics, oleaginons and mucila^noua draughts, they are recovered, saving that 
some are yet weafe in their jojuts, and affected in their eyes. The Physioiana 
conjecture it to be arsenic mixed wiHi the cake on, which all breakfaatud The 
French people are very generally suspected. There has been as yet no onqmry 
bythe civil authority, hoping that something may transpire that may be taken 
hold of." 

It seems strange that Whitefield preached in the Oollega Chopel, after the 
condemnation pronounced upon him bythe faculty. Yet, twenty years had passed 
away since "the Declaraljon" against him had been published; the College had 
meantime come into sympathy and cooperation with the New Light miiiiaters, 
and Whitefield about this time made peace with the faculty of Harvard. 
Hence, as it would appear, his relations to the Rector had become so amicable, 
that the latter invited him to preach. It is pleaaant to be assured that this 
Apostle in love and zealous labor left his benediction on our College, 
f Belcher's Life of Whitefield, p. S80. 
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For abont fifteen years after this, we have no knowledge 
that there was any special attentivenese to religion here. 
But we lind the following passage in the diary of Dr. Stiles, 
written in 17S1, while he was acting as Profesaor of Divin- 
ity: "Praised he God! I have reason to hope the blessed 
Spirit hath wrought effectually on the hearts of sundry, who 
have, I think, been brought home to God, and experienced 
what flesh and blood cannot impart to the human mind."* 
[Jn(5er the labors of Dr. Wales, a revival of religion began 
in 1783, of wliich an account is given by Dr. Holmes, in his 
life of President Stiles. "In the course of this summer 
(that of 1783,) considerable additions," he says, "were made 
to the College Church. It had never been so large since its 
foundation, as it was rendei'ed by these accessions. The 
President and the Professor of Divinity had previously en- 
tertained great solicitude for this little flock, which was 
almost entirely composed of members of the Senior Class, 
who were soon to leave the Univereity. The admission of 
eigliteen new members from the other classes within one 
month, was justly viewed as a very interesting and joyful 
event. The writer, at least, must charge himself with impi- 
ety, should lie forget an event of which lie was an eye-wit- 
ness, and which he is certain caused many tlianksgivings to 
God.t" 

After the persons converted in this revival had gone from 
College, there followed a long period of gloom in its religious 

• Dr. Stilfifl has left in the Book of Records of the Churoh, the following 
statement of the numboc of members present on aeTeral occasions, vvhon he ad- 
ministered the Lord's Supper :^I780, Dec. 3, to la coramunictints; W 81, Jan. 
•3, to 15 ; March 4, to 13 j April I, to IS ; May 6, to 9 ; July 1, to 1*! ; Ang. 6, 
to 14; Sept. 2, to 14; Deo. 2, to 17; 1182, Jan'y 6, to 13; Mai-oh 3, to 16; 
April 7, to 18; May 5, to 9." On the accession of Dr. Wales, the whole num- 
ber of eburoh members, inelurling the College officers, was twentj-one. 

■j- Holmes'a Life of Stilee, p. 366. After recording in the Church Keeorda 
the names of ten persons admitted, on profession of their faith, at the Com- 
munion, July 27, 1783, Dv. Wales appends the ejaculation: " Triuni Deo Gloria 
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affaire. The war of the Kevolution had left the piety of the 
country in a very depressed condition. The shallow and con- 
temptuous infidelity of the French school was widely diffused ; 
and was mingled in the cultivated class with the more plausi- 
hle theories of English Deism, and with the skeptical specu- 
lations of Hume. Unhelief had become prevalent and re- 
spectable in College. The number of professed Ohi-iatians 
had dwindled to eight or ten ; and on one occasion, but a 
single undergraduate commimicant, Hr. Shubael Bartlett, of 
the class of 1800, was present at the communion. It was in 
this state of things that Dr. Dwight ^sumed the presidency, 
and began to exert his commanding eloquence to stay the 
progress of error. He preached to the candidates for the 
Baccalaureate in 1797, his celebrated sermons on the " Na- 
ture and Danger of Infidel Philosophy." "With fair and 
strong argument, he attacked the foundations on which the 
infidel schemes were built, blending his reasoning with pow- 
erful invective and pathetic appeals to the conscience and 
heart. These masterly discourses turned the tide of feeling 
against the opponents of Chiistianity. Not only in College, 
but throughout the country and in Great Britain, where they 
were soon republished, they greatly strengthened the cause 
of religion. At the same time, in consequence of a religious 
awakening in the surrounding region, the number of pious 
students was somewhat augmented. The spi-ing of 1802 
marked the commencement of a great revival in College. 
The attentiveness to religion soon became general. Says ihe 
Eev. Dr. Porter, of Fai-mington, who was then a member of 
the Junior class ; " Those wore truly memorable days. Such 
tiiumphs of grace, none whose privilege it was to witness 
them, had ever before seen. So sudden and so great was the 
change in individuals, and in the general aspect of the Col- 
lege, that those who had been waiting for it, were filled with 
wonder as well as joy, and those who knew not 'what it 
meant,' were awe-struck and amazed. "Wherever students 
were found, in tlicir rooms, in the Chapel, in tlie Hall, in their 
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walks about the city, the reigning impression was, ' snrely 
Grod is in tbis place.' The sa,lvation of the soul was the great 
subject of thought, of conversation, of absorbing interest; 
the convictions of many were pungent and overwhelming ; 
and the ' peace in believing ' which succeeded, was not less 
strongly marked. Yet amidst these overpowering impres- 
sions, there was no one, except a single individual, who, hav- 
ing resisted fojiner convictions, yielded for a short time to 
dangerous temptations, in whose conduct anything of a wild 
or irrational character appeared." The same state of feeling 
continued over the vacation and during the summer. Of the 
two hundred and thirty students then in College, about one- 
third were converted, among whom was tlie distinguished 
Secretary of the American Board of MisBiona, Jeremiah 
Evarts. About thirty-iive of these entered the ministiy.* 
The limits of the discoui'se forbid that I should describe 
at length the numerous revivals wliich have occurred, at 
intervals of a few yeai-s since the beginning of the 
present century. The leading events connected with them, 
have been before nari'ated in an. Article by Professor 
Goodrich, Under tlie preaching of Dr. Dwight, came an- 
other revival in 1808, occasioned very much by his affecting 
sei-raon on the young man of Wain, whom the Saviour raised 
from the dead ; still another in 1812-13, when Elias Corne- 
lius was the first of twenty converts; and two yeai-a after- 
wards, a fourth revival, when not far from eighty students 
began the Christian life. The immediate cause, in the last 
ease, of the great change, was the reading at Sabbath eve- 
ning prayers, of an account of the death of Sir Francis 
Newport, since published in the form of a tract. It was then 
the custom for the members of the Senior class, in tlieir or- 

* It is a noteworthy fact that immediately after the converts in this reriTal left 
College, and new elasses entered in their place, tlie Church was again reduced 
to the number of twelve or fifteen members. The eireumetanee shows how 
apeedily the religious aspect of College may be entirely altered by the departure 

of one company of students, and the arrival of another ofa different character. 
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del- on tlie catalogue, to read at prayers on Sunday night, a 
6liort sermon, or other piece, selected by the faculty.* "The 
person" (I quote from Dr. Goodrich) " to whom the duty fell 
that evening, was veiy far from being seriously inclined ; but 
the solemn recitals of the narrative, which he had never before 
seen, affected his mind so deeply that he read with increased 
emotion as he advanced, and at last ended in a faltering ac- 
cent and with tears. Such an exhibition of feeling, where it 
was least expected, operated at once, witli a kind of electric 
power, on the whole body of the students. Nearly every in- 
dividual in College became anxious for the salvation of his 
soul ; and those who had been most thoughtless, seemed to 
be most affected." The revivals in 1820, 1825, and 1827, 
added largely to the number of Christian disciples ; but per- 
haps the most memorable reformation of this sort in the his- 
tory of the College, occurred in 1831, when the attention to 
religion was universal. At that time, not less than seventy- 
four were added to the College Church, and about thirty to 
otlier Churches : while the number of converts in town of 
every denomination, was estimated at nine hundred.f The 
revivals in College, both ancient and recent, have been un- 
der the guidance of experienced and discriminating men.J 
Tliey have not been seasons of mere agitation ; but times 
when religious instmction has been carefully impai'ted. 
They have been proved to be genuine by the improve- 
ment in morals, which has invai'iably followed in their 
train. And they have supplied the Churches of the land 
with a body of ministers, whose ability and devotion to their 

•loearij times, it was the practjce of ioth resident graduates and under- 
graduates to commit sermons to memory, aod "pronounce them publicly in the 
College Hall." 

\ Further details of this revival are given in the Appendix, No. XII. 

\ It was the custom of Dr. Dwight to insist on the spirit of obedience as the 
principal evidence of a genuine conversion to God, and to discourage a reliance 
on exdted emotions. " To form tbat spirit and direct it aright," says Professor 
Goodrich, " waH the great object of his instructions to young believers." He 
taught them to find satisfying proof of their sincerity by living a holy life. 
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work are beyond a question. If in later days tlie revivals 
have not been of so marlied a cliaraeter, tliey have been 
more frequent ; and the Church has eeldom, for any length 
of time, been as large, either absolutely or relatively to the 
whole number of students, as it is now. The series of revi- 
vals to which I have adverted, has shown the importance of 
tho Church, and its value to the College. The union of 
Christian students in this way, secures concert of action ; tlie 
entire community, by hearing the same teaching from tho 
pulpit, which may be adapted to its special condition, is in 
a state to be more easily affected by the Gospel ; and a com- 
mon sentiment, when it is once aroused, can be far more safe- 
ly guided. 

In recounting its religious history, it is proper to notice 
what the College has done for theological science. The 
fathera of ]S"ew England theology— Edwards, Bellamy, Hop- 
kins, West, Smalley, Emmons, and Dwight — went forth from 
Yale.* The first and most eminent of these, after taking his 
degree, remained here for several years as resident graduate, 
and afterwai-ds as Tutor. Here, in his own judgment, his 
religious life began: here his principles were formed, and he 
received the discipline which prepared him to take the high- 
est rank in the field of intellectual science. Bellamy, who 
was converted soon after leaving College, and Hopkins, 
were pupils of Edwards. From Hopkins, West derived his 
theology ; Smalley studied with Bellamy, and Emmons with 
Smalley, These men, and especially the foremost one among 
them, who gave the impulse to all the rest, have strongly in- 
fluenced the thinking of the age. "Whatever is distinctive 
in American theology as conti-asted with the general the- 
ology of the Church, may be traced to them. And they 
have not acted upon this country alone. The two men, who, 

* The younger Jonathan Edwards is the only one of the leading expounders 
of tlie New Divinity who was educated elsewhere. He vse a graduate of Nas- 
sau HalL 
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considered as theologians, have perhaps enjoyed the highest 
consideration among the later English divines, — Chalmers 
and Andrew Fuller, acknowledge that they were taught 
their science by President Edwards. No work on systematic 
divinity has had euch cun-ency and authority in Great Bri- 
tain, at least outside the established Church of England, 
as the Sermons of Dr. Dwight. In that country they have 
passed through not less than forty editions. So much baa 
been done by the school of divines educated at this College, 
in moulding theological opinion. The leaders of the various 
parties in theology among us, who have contended in recent 
times, were most of them instructed by Dr. Dwight, and 
profess to deduce their views from his teaching. Yale Col- 
lege has borne a tlieological stamp from the outset. Its chief 
design was to fm'nish the churches with competent ministere 
of the Gospel. Eor a long time, theological studies, inclu- 
ding the Hebrew language, held a prominent place in the un- 
dergraduate course. The President was a teacher of Divinity, 
and the fi.rst professorship created was in that department.* 
Por a long period, after the need of a more extended course 
of preparation for the ministry began to be felt, Dr. Dwight 
taught classes of resident graduates, who were looking forward 
to the sacred ofBce. And, at length, in pursuance of a design 
which he had long cherished, and by the aid of a benefaction 
given at his request, the means for theological training were 
enlai'ged by the creation of a separate depai-tment, — the Cor- 
poration founding their act on the declaration so often made 
before, that, "one of the principal objects of the pious Poun- 
dei-8 of this College was the education of pious young men 
for the work of the ministry."! In tho Seminary thus origi- 
nated, about six hundred young men have received instruc- 
tion, of whom a large part are laboring with zeal and succ^s 
in the Western States. 

Tlie large concern the church has had in the educational 

• See Appendix, No. XIII. \ See Appcndis, No. XIV. 
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influence wliich the College lias exerted abroad, entitles tliis 
topic to special attention. The founder of Dartmouth Col- 
lege, Dr. Eleazar Wheelock, who was an advocate of the 
T^ew Divinity, and an effective preacher in the great revival, 
was graduated here in 1T33. The pei-sons most efficient in es- 
tablishing New Jersey College, including its first three Presi- 
dents, John Dickinson, Aaron Burr and Jonathan Edwards, 
were graduates of Yale.* The first President of the Univer- 
sity of Georgia, Josiah Meigs, was educated and had served 
as Professor, in this institution. Tiie firat President of Wil- 
liams College, Dr. Ebenezer Fitch, who was also an active 
agent in founding it ; the firet two Presidents of Middlebury 
College ; tlie first President, and all the Presidents but one 
of Hamilton College ; the fi.rst President of Wabash College, 
the first President of Jacksonville College ; the first Presi- 
dent of Beloit College — leaving out others of whom I can- 
not speak with entire certainty— were graduated at Yale, and 
were most of them, if not all, members of the College Church. 
Jacksonville College was established by a colony of seven 
young men from this Theological Seminary. Yale has fur- 
nished forty Presidents to thirty different Colleges, and one 
hundred and fifteen Professors, of whom some have gone to 
nearly every State of tlie Union. In buiiding up special 
schools of theology, also, many who are indebted for tlieir 
religious training to this Church, have had a conspicuous part. 
Not to speak of the first insti-uctors of our own institution, 
it is sufficient to advert to the labors of Stuart and Griffin 
at Andover, of Beecher at Cincinnati, and of Nettleton and 

* Dc. Stilea took a deep intereat in the ealablisliment of Bvown Unlveraitj', 
and the charter of that venerable institution was drafted by a committee con- 
sisting of him and Mr. William Ellery. According to Professor Kingsley, " it 
is highly probable, from interna! evidence, that the charter was drawn princi- 
pally by Dr. Stiles ; Mr. Ellery having little concern in preparmg it, except to 
see to the correctness of the legal language. Whoever drew it, he had previ- 
ously before him the charters of Tale College, and was familiar with the ques- 
tions which had arisen with respect to them." " It is, undoubtedly, in many re- 
spects, one of the best College charters in New England." — lAfe of Stiles, p.S5. 
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Tyler at East "Windsor. And I would not, in alhiding to 
what the College has done for education, omit the name of 
Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, whose views of Christian duty 
were gained under tlie preaching of Dr. Dwight, and to 
whose benevolent activity the varions establishment^ in dif- 
ferent States for teaching the deaf and dumb, owe their ex- 
istence. Could wo get at the history of the countless acade- 
mies scattered over the length and breadth of the land, we 
covdd better appreciate the vast aid which members of this 
congregation have rendered to the cause of piety and learn- 
ing, during the century that is past. 

Still more, on this occasion, are we called on to notice the 
part taiien by this Church, and by the College before the 
Church was formed, in the work of Missions. The first mis- 
sionaiy to tlie Stockbridge Indians, the pious John Se]-geant, 
was educated here, was converted in College, and after he 
iiad completed tlje coarse, remained four years in the office 
of tutor. His successor at Stockbridge was Jonathan Ed- 
wards, who found time in the leisure hours of three months, 
■while diligently preaching to the savages, to compose tlie 
treatise on the will, which has caused him to be regarded by 
the ablest men of the age as " a prodigy of metaphysical acu- 
men." John Brainerd, who followed his brother David in 
laboring with self-denying love among the Indians in New 
Jersey, was also a gradnate of this College in the class of 
1746.* The whole number of Yale graduates who have been 
engaged in Home Missions, has not been ascertained ; but 
you cannot travel far in any of our new States without raeet- 

" Israel Bramerd, another brother of Durid Brainerd, entered Yale CoUege, 
but died before the time for hie gradnation, and ia buried in the cemetery ntNew 
Haren. President Edwards saya of him, " that he was im ingenloua, seiioas, 
studious, and hopefully ploua person; there appeared in him many qualities 
giving hope of his being a. great blessing !n his day. But it hae pleased Gad, 
since the death of his brother [David,] to take him away also. He died at New 
Haven, January 6, 1748, of a nervous fever, after about a fortnight's iUness.'i 
—Lift: of Bi-aiiierd in Mioards'a Works, Vol. X, {Dmiffkffs -Erf.) pp. 4 and C, 
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ing with men who were trained either in tlie College or the 
Seminary, Among the pioneers in different poitious of the 
foreign field, may be mentioned Meigs, one of the first mis- 
sionaiies to Ceylon, Thni-ston and Whitney, of the firet com- 
pany that went out to the Sandwich Islands, Champion, one 
of the hand who commenced the mission in South Africa, 
and Parker, an early and efficient missionaiy in China. The 
whole number of foreign missionaries from this College, has 
been about fifty ;* and if this number appears not so large 
as it should be, it deserves to be remarked that many of the 
persons on the list have been eminent for their talents and 
scholarship, and are such as would have attained to high dis- 
tinction, had they chosen to stay in their own land, I need 
only remind you of Azariah Smith, and the wonderful 
energy displayed by him in his missionary career ; of the 
saintly Stoddard, who joined our Church by profession of 
faith, while a member of College; and of Eli Smith, who 
earned, while doing his appropi-iate duties, so honorable a 
place in the esteem of seholai's. Several of the younger 
missionaries on this list who are now living, have been en- 
couraged by their instiaictoi-s here, to undertake their work, 
on account of their high intellectual, as well as spiritual ex- 
cellence. In their connection with this Church, in theu' en- 
deavors to benefit theh fellow students, they had shown an 
uncommon power to do good, and a readiness to exert it. 

In regard to the education of ministers, their total number, 
since the foundation of the College, is upwards of sixteen 
hundred and fifty, or more than a quarter of its graduates. 
As might be expected from the state of the clerical profes- 
sion in former days, compared with other pursuits, the pro- 
portion of ministers, though gradually falling off even then, 
was larger the first seventy years than afterwards. Begin- 
ning with 1775, and casting the time since into sections of 
fifteen yeai-s, we find the ratio of ministers to have been 

■duciited at Yale College, sec Appendii, Ko. XV. 
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highest between 1820 and 1835. But in the period ending 
with 1850, the ratio was above that of the period which 
ends with 1820, and eqnal to the average of all these periods 
added together, if we leave out the fortunate epoch I have 
mentioned, which temiinates in 1835.* Since 1850, our 
means for a calculation are inadequate ; but the number of 
ministera appears lilcely to increase, rather than grow less, for 
several years to come. From tlie statements just made, it 
will be seen that the College is not heedless of the chief end 
for which it was established. 

In bringing this historical sketch to a cloee, permit me to 
say how strongly I have been impressed with the progi'ess of 
the College during the last century. I do not refer to the in- 
creased number of students, or to the richer advantages for 
culture aftbrded them ; but to the striking improvement in 
the morals of College, and in the general tone of sentiment 
and behavior.f Let ns thankfully acknowledge that the 
present is a gi-eat deal better than the past. While there is 
room for much further advance in this direction, it is still 
true that much has been done already. The Pastors and 
members of this Church, in their successive generations, 
have not labored here in vain. It is a popular idea that a 
College 18 more wicked than other places, and a company of 
students more comipt than other classes in society, and that 
a Church in College is of necessity, or in point of fact, 
grossly deficient in godliness. Such ideas are wholly gronnd- 
less. Tliese current notions spring out of fallacies, which 
might be easily exposed. The career of the men who liave 
been trained in this College, and in the College Chiu'ch for 
the past hundred years, one would think, might serve as an 
answer to such injurious charges. 

In this survey of the past, two thoughts have stntck my 
mind with new force. The first is, the, great privilege we 
ha/oe in leing connected with the Chwch in this cmdent seat 

* See Appendix, No. XVI. f See Appendii, No. XVII. 
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of learning. We labor for Christ in the place where the 
honored men who have passed before lis to-day — Dwight, 
;, Clap, Stilee, "Wales — gave their lives to the same 
. Here their prayers went up to Heaven on behalf of the 
generations that were to follow, when their wort should be 
over. Their footsteps have worn the ground where yon daily 
tread. And your walks go near their gi-aves. Here Jona- 
than Edwards meditated on the gloiy and sweetness of the 
Saviour ; and here a long line of holy men, from Brainerd to 
Stoddard, have communed witli Heaven. There is no room 
which has not been iiUed with the voice of snpplieation ; 
none which has not witne^ed the consecration of some youth- 
ful heart to God. How many hundreds who had looked for 
nothing here but human knowledge, have drank at that 
deeper fountain which quenches the soul's thii-st forever, — 
the well of water, springing up unto everlasting life ! How 
many earnest lives have had their geiTas in purposes formed 
on this hallowed spot ! Eun your eye over the catalogue of 
the Church, and you will fall on many a name identified with 
the progi-effi of science and religion. There, on one page of 
the old register, stands the record, in tlie hand-writing of 
Eai-a Stiles : "James Murdock of the Sophomore Class, ad- 
mitted ;" and on the same leaf, in the hand-writing of Timo- 
thy Dwight, the record : " 1798, April SOtli, Lyman Eeecher 
of the Junior Bachelor Class, — baptized at the same time." 
Regarding our Church as one, from the beginning to the 
present, we might address it in tlie manner of Paul to the 
Tltessalonians ; " from you somided out the word of the 
Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every 
place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad." ^ow, will 
you not deem it a privilege to be connected with such tradi- 
tions ? Is it not a blessing for which we ought to be thank- 
ful to God, that we are animated to duty by such examples % 
Is not our hope of doing good, sti-engthened at tbe recollec- 
tion of what the Spirit of God has w-rought here, in otlier 
days? Ivo sooner does a student join the College than he 
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becomes an object for whom petitions liiive been soiit up to 
Heaven, for many generations. For the pious men before us, 
have commended the institution to the care of God in future 
times, and have implored Him to bless with His grace all who 
should resort to it. 

But OUT responsibility is equal to out privilege. It is in- 
cumbent on the older membera of the Church to remember 
that they belong to a religious institution, and to improve the 
uncommon opportunities for serving Christ put within tlieir 
reach. An instructor in this School of the Church is not a 
mere teacher of a given branch of science. He holds a pecu- 
liar relation to the kingdom of Christ, and if he be a sincere 
disciple of the Saviour, he will be interested in the epiiitual 
good of his pnpils, and will pray, in the social meeting and 
in the closet, for their salvation. What the Church in Col- 
lege is to be for the centmy to come, — what the College is 
to do for the cause of vital Christianity in the country and 
through the world, — depends very much on the character of 
those who are Jiow on the stage and concerned with its man- 
agement. The future, in a large degree, is in their hands, 
and will take form according to the type of piety, the degree 
of fidelity, the warmth of zeal, which they shall manifest. 
When we stand before the bar of God, may it not be laid to 
our charge, that we have taken the high places of usefnlness, 
but have been cold, inactive, servants of our Master! " Unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required." 

The obligation resting on tlie younger class of Christians 
here, is hardly less serious. Let none complain of the temp- 
tations of College life, when so many in yeai-s gone by, have 
overcome them, and been shining examples of Christian ex- 
cellence. There have been many to adorn the profession of 
the Gospel, and many have been signally blessed in tlieir ef- 
forts to bring their associates to God. Some have been long 
remembered here for tlie beauty of their personal character 
and their earnestness in urging the claims of religion on 
tlie attention of othei's. Jf ot a few of tliese, having liuisJied 
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their work on earth, have departed to their reward. " Where- 
fore, seeing we also are compassed about with so great a 
clcrnd of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us, and let ua run with patience 
the race that is set before ns !" 

And let me speak a faithful word to those who are not 
of the Church, but are living here without God. You 
enjoy the advantages of a public education in a Christian in- 
stitution. The call of God in the Gospel, week after week, is 
repeated in your hearing. In countless ways, He is direct- 
ing a constant appeal to your sense of obligation, and striv- 
ing to move you to forsake your sins and return to Him. To 
malie your way through all these influences and to come out 
with a heart unreconciled to God, is a fearful thing. Beware 
lest this great neglect of duty end, at the judgment, in your 
condemnation ! Do not, by hating the light or by virtually 
despising it, biing on yourselves a burden of guUt which you 
will not be able to bear ! But begin this day to seek the 
Idngdom of God and His righteousness! Hear the admoni- 
tion of His prophet ; — " Seek ye the Lord while He may be 
found, call ye upon Him while he is near !" 
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No. I. 



L says of Mr, Noyes : "though he had the yift of prayer, 
and was edifying in that part of worship, yet he was unanimating and 
unpopular in hia preaching. His zealous and Calvinistic hearers did 
not consider him as so faithfully and plainly preaching the doctrines 
of huinan depravity, of regeneration by the supernatural influances 
of the Divine Spirit, and of its absolute necessity that men might be 
saved, of effectual calling and justification by faith only, as a minister 
of the gospel ought by all means to do. They did not conceive 
hiin, as making proper distinctions between true and false religion, 
and preaching in such a manner as had a tendency to show to hypo- 
crites and secure sinners their danger and misery. From the man- 
ner of his preaching, especially on Sacramental occasions, suspicions 
arose that he did not hold the real divinity of the Saviour." (Trum- 
bull, Vol. II, p. 340.) Dr. Bacon says of Mr. Noyes's preaching that " it 
was dry in style, dull in delivery, and at best non-committal in respect 
to those ever litigated doctrines which are the grand objective motives 
of Christian piety." (Bacon's Historical Discourses, p. 229.)* Dr. Ba- 
con adds, (p. 233 :) " that he was an Arminian, never was proved and 
certainly cannot be disproved." It should be remembered that Dr. 
Trumbull would be inclined to regard as Arminians all who looked 
upon the Revival with distrust. And his Calvinism was of such a na- 
ture that (as he once said) he considered Baxter an Arminian. The 
charges of doctrinal unsoundness preferred against many of the New 

* " I have heard the storj that President Clap once undertook to eipos- 
tulate with Mr. Noyes for not preaching better. ' Ton do not Itnow,' said Mr. 
Noyes, ' what an ignorant people I have to preach to,' ' Yes, I do,' said the 
Fceaident, ' and I know that as long as you preach to them in thia way, they 
always will be ignornnt.' "■ — Dr. Bacon's Historifal fJumiirses, p. 240. 
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England clergy at that time by active promoters of the Reviral, rested 
on suspicion and inference. It belongs to some future historian to 
inquire more strictly tiian has yet been done, into their justice. Says 
Dr. Stiles in hia Ehode Island Sermon, (1760 :) "Many great and 
pious ioen are alarmed at a supposed prevalence of Arminian princi- 
ples through the churclies of New England ; and others suppose Cal- 
vinism greatly erroneous. Under these banners they respectively en- 
list, combat, oonquer and are conquered. The pretest of these names 
serves to legitiinale mutual aspersions which neither party deserve. 
To me it appears that these jealousies are founded almost entirely on 
mistate : nor am I aware ot any very essential or general alteration 
of the public sentiment on what we all agree to be the fundamental 
principles of revelation Fiom some considerable acquaintance with 
the ministers of New England, I cannot perceive any very essential 
real difference in their opinions respecting the fundamental principles 
of religion. I may be mistaken — but their ditferent manner and 
phraseology in explaining the same principles appears to me to be 
their chief difference." (p. 51.) Yet about thirty years afterwards, 
in 1788, Dr. Stiles writes in his birth-day reflections : '■ New Divinity 
excesses on the one hand, and Socinian errors, on the other, chequer 
the state of the churches." His friend. Dr. Chauncey, lived to publish 
a book in favor of Universal Salvation ; and the next generation wit- 
nessed the full development of Unitarianism in Boston. While the 
leading promoters of the great Revival were sometimes unjust in charg- 
ing particular individuals with holding, especially with consciously 
holding, important errors, they must be allowed, I think, to have sa- 
gaciously discerned the tendencies at work in the religious community. 
" Many of the leading clergy," says Mr. Tracy, " were accused of Ar- 
minianism. They indignantly denied the charge. The truth seems 
to have been that they were moderate Calvinists in their doctrinal dis- 
cussions, but Arminian in their practical applications,"— in the at'.tual 
impression made by their discourses.* 

* Tracy's History of the Great Awakening, p. 209. 
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Tbo closing passage of Dr. Daggett's voluminous confession of faith, 
exhibits the principal subjects of dispute in those days, and is here 
printed, as an interesting monument of the times. 

" I einoerelj' renounce nil the Errors and Heresies which commonly go under the 
Name of Arianiani, Sooinianlsm, Amiiniauism, Pelagiaoism, Antinomianiam and 
Enthusiasm. — Particulnrly, I renounce the Doctrines or Propositions following. — 
Thetiappinesaof the Creature is tbe oniy or ultimate End of the Creation. — The 
only, or ultimate End, a Creature can or ought to propose to hmiself, is his own 
Happiness. — All Eationa! Creatures shall finally be happy. — Sin deserves no 
Punishment, barely in Point of Justjoe. — Al! the End of PuniBhment is the 
Good of the Creature, — Adam was not created in a Stat* of perfect Holiness, 
but only had a Power to act virtuously if he pleased. — God created Adam with 
Diapoeitions or loclinationa to Shi.— A Dispo^tloii or InclLuation to Sin, is 
no Sin, if it be not gratified.— Every man ia born into the World, in as 
perfect a State of Holiness and Rectitude, as Adam was created in. — Man's 
Duty or ObUgalJon to Obey the Moral Law, is abated in Proportion to their 
Power, — Nothing can be a Man's Duty, which is not always in hie Power. — 
Adam in a State of Innooency, was liable to Sickness, Wounds and Death. — 
The Miseries and Calamides of human Life, are no Argument of a Sinful 
Nature or State, but are brought upon Mankind, considered as innocent 
creatures, for the Tryal of their Virtue, and to lessen their Temptations. — 
Every Man has a Power to work nil that change in himself that is necessary to 
S — d ta k w h A of free Agents,— The 

D d Ag h C lire.— Christ is only an 

An ArAgl, ''mg C —He did not suffer the full 

d p p Pun hm d h & — The principal Design of 

Ohis m hWdw hd tivate moral Virtue,— 

ChismdV [,hwh w principal Ground of our 

Justification and Acceptance with God. — We enter into a justified and sancti- 
fied State by a vimhle Profession of Christianity. — The Heathen may be saved 
by living up to the Light of Nature, without any Knowledge of Christ. — 
Under the Gospel Dispensation, Men are not obliged to yield a Perfect 
Obedience to the moral Law, but only to act according to the power they 
cow hare. — The Elect are justified from Eternity. — Saving Faith consists only 
in Men's believing that they shall be saved by Christ. — We have Reason in 
these Days to expect immediate Revelation of some Truths and Duties, beside 
or distinct from, the Revelation contained ui the Scriptures. We may eipect 
to obtain a full and perfect Knowledge of the good Estate of the Souls of others 
in this life. 

All these last-mentioned Doctrines or Positions, and all others, that have a 
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necessary Coimc^ion. with, or Dependence upon them, I Disbelieve, r 
and reject, ag false, erroneous, and contrary to tte Sacred Grades ; hurtful to 
Religion, and dangerous to the Soula of Men. And I shall ever use all proper 
Measures to confute, and prevent the spreading of these, and all auch like 
Errors ; as well oia to promote, mMiitain, and propiigate all those Doctrines and 
Truths I have now professed ; and that not only from the common Obligation 
lying on all OhriBtians to beUeve and maintiun the Truth ; hut also from the 
special obligations I am under hereto, as Professor of Divinity in this College. 
Napiitali Dacuett. 



The following copy of the Petition fof tlie formation of the Church, 
is taken from the Church Records : 

To the Riv'd tlie Fresi^,nt and Fdloj/>s of Tats Oolhge m Jtf™ Hanen : 

Whereas this Rev'd Corporation, of their paternal care and Goodness, have 
Settled a Professor of Divinity in this Ecclesiaetioal Society, whom we receive as 
an able and faithful Jfinisler of the New Testament, we, the Subscribeta, Mem- 
bers of this Society, having been admitted Members in full Communion in sun- 
dry Churches, and consenting to the Eccleslasljcal ConstituHon of the Churches 
of this Colony, as agreeable to the Word of God in Doctrine and Discipline, are 
desirous to attend upon the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper under the Adminis- 
tration of the Rev'd Professor and to walk together in stated Christian Com- 
munion and holy Subjection to all the Ordinances of Christ, and desire the 
Approbation and Sanction of this Eev'd Body. 

KlCHABD WOODHCLL. JOHN DEVOTION. BuLKLEI OlCOTT. 

Seth Pomehot. Noah Willietok. Roqsh Viets. 

NiTSiN Williams. Jonathak Leatitt. Bekjamin Boardsias. 
Gbindai:L Rawson. Lemuel Bakwakd. K:ohabi> C. Gkaham. 



No. IV. 

The address of President C!ap to the Professor, sets forth, in a few 
words, the pounds on which the authority to organize the Church was 
defended. The College is spoken of as an " Ecclesiastical Society," 
being constituted such by the charter which permitted its existence as 
a " Sacred School" for the promotion of learning and religion. The 
President and Fellows are a number of ministers " specially delegated 
to have the oversight and government" of the institution. Provided 
the approval of the Corporation is obtained, there is therefore nothing 
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to preclude members of College from uniting in a Church. And being 
a body of ministers, resembling a perpetual council, tb.e Coj'poration 
can also give, on behalf of the churches, their sanction to the pro- 
ceeding. In this latter capaeity, the Corporation may ordain to the 
woric of the ministry, persons who are called to give religious instruc- 
tion in College, — as was done in the case of Presidents Day and 



The addresses to Dr. Daggett and to the Comi 
folio >vs : 



You having I i ne 1 \ ined a. Minister of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
with Power to ad n n s r all the Ordinances of the Gospel, and having been 

Society ; — and there now appea n„ a sufficient Number of ([ualified Subjects, 
dedroua to have the '*a ed Ordinances administered to them in this Place ; 

We, the President and Fellows of this College, being a Number of Ministers 
eEpecialJj delegated to have the oversight and Government of tJiis aacred School, 
do approve of your administering all the Ordinances of the Gospel, to the Mem- 
bers of this Society, who are Subjects qualified for them ; depending upon it, 
that you will do it with the utmost care and Fidelity, aocovdlng to the Institu- 
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

TO THE COMMUNICANTS. 

Young Men jisn Brkthres ; 

We are glad that you have heretofore made a public Profession of 
Religion, given up yourselves to Goii, and attended upon the sacred Ordinances 
of the Gospel; and that you are now desirous to attend upon these Ordinances 
in such a Manner, as may be most for your Edification, as Members of this 
reh^ouB Society. 

We approve of and raljfy your Oonfedaration for that end, and your acting as 
the Brethren of a particular Church, under the Adrninistratlon of the Rev'd 
Professor of Divinity, and the Inspection of this venerable Corporadon. 

We depend upon it, that you continue steadfest in the Belief of the great 
Doctrines of the Gospei, according to your former Profession ; — and that yon 
will be more and more fixed and resolute, by the grace of God, in the Practice 
of Holiness, and all the Dudes of Religion. And we earnestly exhort joa to 
attend upon all the sacred Institutions of the Gospel, in the Exercise of Faith, 
Repentance, Love, and ail those Graces, which God requires, that so yon may 
receive and enjoy the great Benefit and Advantages, which are eihibited by 
them. And as you make a distinguishing Profession of Rehgion beyond others, 
so let your Lives and Conversation be in a peculiar Manner holy and exejnplary ■,-^ 
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your Light oi^ght Co ahizie with s, peculiar Luatve in this Fountain of Light and 
Knowledge, that others, beholding your good Conyersation, may glorify your 
Father which is in Heaven. 

And let all the Members of this Society of Eeligion and Learning, by hayins 
the Ordinanoea brought near to them, be put into a serious Frame of Mind, to 
seuroh their onn Hearts, and examine into the State of their Souls, and 
earneatly andeaTOr after those Qaalifioations, which are necessary to your enjoy- 
ing Communion with God, both in this Wocid, and that which is to come. 



No. V. 

Trumbull says of the South Middle College : " It was built of brick 
and made a very beautiful appearance. It was, at that time, the best 
building ill the colony." (History of Connecticut, Vol. II, p. 312.) 

Perhaps [he curiosity of some who read this Discourse will be ex- 
cited by the following passage from Pi'esident Stilea's diary : 

"Aug. 20, 1783. Yesterday I was told a curious anecdote,— that the large, 
folio English Bible belonging to the College Hall and used by President Olap at 
morning and evening prayers, lay immured in the wall by the chapel [Athe- 
QiBum] pulpit. That Mr. 8 — M — when an undergraduate here, about 1762 
or while the chapel [the Athenreum] waa building, as one of hia villainous 
tricks, did, one night when the masons had left their wock, make a hole in the 
brick work of the wall and there put in the President's Bible, and covered it up 
BO with brick and mortar, that the masons never perceived It, and went on with 
their work, and finished ii That it lies nnder the pulpit wfndoiv." * * "And 
so the old Bible remains immured there to this day. It is now whispered as a 
secret, as he is ashamed of it. But I have it certain, — and yet doubt it." 



No. YI. 

Among the events which had given notoriety to the Pj'esident's po- 
sition oil this subject, was tlie expulsion from College of David Brainefcl, 
and afterwards of the brothers, John and Ebenezer Cleaveland. I 
have been put in possession of documents which enable me to (hrow 
some atlditional light on these transactions," 

* The case of Brainerd is narrated in Edwards's Life of Broinerd, — also in 
Bacon's Discourses, (p. 245 et eeq.) To the judicious atntements of Dr. Bacon 
on this unfortunate affair, there is little to be added. 

The case of the brothers Cleaveland is given in Trumbull, Vol. II, p. 7fl, ct 
leq. In respect to them, my information is more full. 
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In May, 1742, a few raoiitlia after the fanatical Davenport came to 
New Haven, and when the disorders occasioned by liira were probably 
at the height, the General Assembly adopted the following Report of 
their committee appointed to consider the state of the College : 

May Wis. — The Comtee. appointed to take into conaidemtion that paragraph 
of hie Honoui's speech {made to this assembly) relatingto the uiihapie oircumBtaii- 
ceaof theColege, pursuant to ^he order of this aasemblr, have made Inquiery of 
tho Hevd. Sector of s'd Coledge and of others likelie to Inform ub respecting 
the State thereof, and after deliberation, take leave to report to your Honour 
and to this Honorable Assembly, as followeth. 

That sundry of the Students of a'd Colege hare, as the Eevecnd. Rector Iti- 
formeth us, by the InatJgalaon, perswBtion and example of others, fallen into 
several erroni in principal and disorders in praetice, which may be vcrry hurt- 
full to Eeligion and some of them Inconsistaut with tho good order ajid gov- 
ernment of that Societie — Particularly — 

1. Some of the Students have fallen into the practice of Bash Judgeing and 
eenauring others, even some of Ihe Governours, Teachers and InBtructora of the 
Colege, as being unconverted, uneKperienccd and unskillful guides, in matters 
of BeUgion, and have thereupon contemtuously refused to submit to their au- 
thoritie, and to attend upon and barken to theire Religious Exercises and Instrue- 
tiona, but rather to attend npon the Instructions and directions of those to 
whom the care of Instructjng sd. Students is not commited. 

2d. Some undergraduate Students have made it their practice by day and 
night, and aomelimes foe several days together to go about in the Town of 
Newhaven, as well as in other Towns, and before greate nunibei's of people, to 
teach and EKhoit, much after the same manner that ministers of t!ie Gospsl do 
in theire puWick preaching. 

8d. That much p^s hath been taken to prejudice (he minds of the Students 
againat our EolesiasUcal Constitution, and to persivnde them to dissent and 
withdraw from the way of worship and ministry established by the Laws of this 
Government, and to attend on private and Seperate mcetinga, and that sundry 
of the Students have so don, in contempt of tJie Laws and anthoi'itie of the 
Coledge. 

4th. That these things bafo occalioned greate expenee of precious time by 
dispute among the scholers, and neglect of theire Studies and Exercises at Col- 
ege, and have been a Mnderanoe to the floui-ishing of Religion and vital Pietie 
in that Societie, and, if Tolerated, may defeate the good ends and designs of i(s 
Institution. 

Tour Comtee. thereupon, are humbly of opinion, that it ia of greate Impor- 
tance, both to our civil and Eclesiastical State, that the true principals of Ec- 
ligion and good order be maintained in that Seminary of Learning. 

And that it be Recommended to the Revd. Rector, Trustees and others con- 
cerned in the Govermiient and Inatfuction of the Colege, to be very careful! to 
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laetruet tVie Students in the true principals of Eeligion, aeeortling to our con- 
fession of faith and Edeslastical Constitution ; and to keep them from all aucli 
ercora as thej may be in danger of Imbibeing fnom Stcangers and foraigners, 
and to use all such proper roeasnres 03 are in theirs power, to prevent their be- 
ing under the laftuence and Instraetion of Buoh as would prejudice theira minda 
against the way of worship and ministry Established by the Laws of this Gov- 
ernment, and that order and authority be duly maintained in that Society : and 
that those should not Injoy the privileges of it who contumatiously refuse to 
Submit to the Laws, Orders and Rules thereof, which have been made or shall 
be made according to the powers and Inatnictions given in tlieire Charter, but 
we think it highly reasonable that all proper meanes be first used with such 
Soholers, that they may be reclaimed and redused to order, before they he dis- 
missed the Colege as Incorageable. 

There is every reason to credit the statements eonoerning the con- 
dition of the College made in the foregoing document. It is true that 
there had been a real religious awakening, (and this fact the Act of 
the General Assembly fails to notice;) hut it is equally true that the 
irregularities mentioned had come witli it. The expulsion of Brain- 
erd occurred shortly before the passage of this Act. He was then a 
member and the foremost scholar of the Junior class. Though a truly 
devout young man, he had, in common with others, become infected 
with " an intemperate a.nd imprudent zeal and a degree of enthusiasm" 
which (I use the laug^uage of Edwards) " crept in and mingled itself 
with the Revival of religion." None perceived this afterwards more 
clearly than himself. He confessed it with sorrow ; and when he lay 
on his death-bed, he ordered the diary he had kept during this period 
to he burnt, alluding, as a reason, to " the imprudences and indecent 
heats" to which he had then been subject, Erainerd went to the sep- 
arate meeting in town, contrary to the express command of the Rec- 
tor ; and on one occasion, after Tutor Whittelsey " had been unusu- 
ally pathetic in his prayer," he tarried witli two or three of his friends 
in the College Hall ; and in reply to one of them who asked his opin- 
ion of Mr. Whittelsey, he said : " He has no more grace than this 
chair." The expression was overheard and carae at length to the ear 
of the Rector, who obliged the friends with whom Brainerd was con- 
versing, to testify "w^i he had said and of whom he had said it." He 
was also accused, by one person, of making an insulting remark con- 
cerning the Rector's course in fining the students " who followed Mr. 
Tenneut to Milford." Such a remark, however, he could not remem- 
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ber to have niiide. On these grounds, lie was eiipelled from College. 
At the fiommencemetit in 1743, ho presented a confeBsioii, (the same 
confession, in substance, he had offered, as he states, once before,) 
avowing that he had done great injustice to Mr. Wbittelsey, and ex- 
pressing his penitence for all the offenses of which he stood accused. 
"The governors of College were so far satisfied with the reflections 
which Brainerd had made on himself, tliat they appeared willing to 
admit him again into College, bnt not to give him his degree till he 
should have remained there at least twelve months." It should be ob- 
served that the controversy on the affair had hecome a public one, 
and that Brainerd, although he freely and nohly acknowledged his of- 
fense, did not conceal his opinion that the governors of College had 
done him a hundred-fold gi'eater wrong than he had done them.* He. 
always felt that the means taten to convict him, by compelling his 
friends to disclose a private conversation, were unjustifiable. There 
are none at the present day, who do not admire the loveliness of 
Brainerd's character, after the " gust of inconsiderate zeal and a spirit 
of censoriousijess caught by his quick sympathy witli others," had 
passed away. On the other hand, the Eector and Tutors (to borrow 
Dr. Bacon's accurate description of their motives) " wei'e very natu- 
rally dissatisfied with that sort of pety which was mc nsiatent not only 
with what they esteemod decoium 1 ut with the ordei of College, and 
with a due attei tiou to the da 1> duty of stu 1> They were alarmed 
at the growing pro^ ens ty among the ituder t'* to violate not only the 
rules of College but the law of the land ly running awaj from the 
appointed place of woiihip to the separate meeting They probably 
had an eye oa Bi-ainerJ as one who would be likely bj his religious 
zeal to come into c niJ ot ith then authoiitj And ^eiy likely they 
were quite willing, to be rid of h m ind to infl ct i s gr il blow upon 
the intemperate sjnit of the times by Jed ng ste iilj w th him for 
that caiumnioa'i ce sure of his supprnr 

The expulsion of John and Ebenezer Cleaveland occurred about 
three years after that of Brainerd. In the town of Canterbury, Conn., 
where the Cleavelands lived, the Ecclesiastical Society or Parish had 

* Tiiia feeling is impHed in the remarks m his Diary, at the end of hia con- 
fession, as there reoorded. See Edwards, (Dwight'a Ed.,) Vol. X, p. 107. Do 
these remarks form a part of the confession as presented to the Eector f If so 
they wore not adapted lo couollliitc him. 
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called the Rev. Mr. Cogswell, a licensed cimdidnte, to be their i 
latev. A majority of the church had been opposed to the 
and being diraatisfled with Mr. Cogswell, bad withdrawn and estab- 
lished a separate meeting, in a pi-ivate house. For the reason, as was 
alleged, that tliey were unable at once to obtain a licensed or ordained 
preacher, their meetinga were conducted by a layman named Solomon 
Paine. These meetings were attended, during a part of their College 
vacation, by the brothers Cleaveland who, together with their parents, 
were members of the church. On their return to New Haven, at the 
beginning of the term, they were called to account by the faculty. 
They were required, on the penalty of exjiulsion, to confess publicly, 
in the Hall, that they had violated the laws of God, of the Colony, and 
of the College. As they declined to do this, the threatened sentence 
was carried out. Their conversations with the Rector and Tutor 
"Whittelsey, at vaiious interviews piior to the expulsion, were faithfully 
wiitten down by the elder of the two brothers. A copy of the Record 
has been kindly furnished me by his grandson, the Eev. Dr. Cieave- 
land, of this city. A single passage is selected to illustrate the style of 
these colloquies. It is preceded by the petition which was presented 
by John Cleaveland, after several ineffectual discussions had been held 
witli the faculty. 

"To the Rev*, and Hon^.Eector and Tutors of Tate College in New Haven. 
Rev^. & Hon* . 

" It hath been a very great concern and trouble to me, that my conduct in 
the late vacancy [vacation] has been Eneh aa not to maintain interest in your 
favor, and still retain the great privileges that I have enjoyed for three years 
past under yourlearned, wise, and faithfulinstruotion and eovernment. Nothing 
•of an outward nature can equally affect me with that of being henceforward 
'wholly secluded from the same. 

" Hon''. Fathers, auEfer me to lie at yonr feet, and intreat your compassionate 
.forgiveness to an offending child wherein I have transgressed. 

Venerable Sirs : 1 entreat you, for youi- paternal wisdom and clemency, to 
malre in my case such kind allowance for the want of that penetration and soUd 
judgment espected in riper heads — as tender parents are naturally disposed in 
raapeot of their weak children. But more especially I beg to be admitted in 
the humblest maunei" to auggeat aa a motive of your compassion to the ig- 
norant, — that I did not know it was a transgression of either the Laws of God, 
this Colony, or the College, for me, aa a member, and in covenant with a par- 
ticular ohureh, as is generally owned to be a church of Jesus Christ, to meet 
together with a major part of said church for social worship. And therefore 
•do beg and liitreat tJial my ignorance may be suffered to apologize. For in 
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respect to that fact, which to rlpev heads may appear to he a real traiugrcssion, 
I can assure you, Veu**'' Sirs, that I have endeavored to keep and observe all 
the known laws and customs of College unblamably. And I hope I shall for 
the future be enabled so to do, if I may be restored to a atandiiig again In my 
class. Thus beg^ng your compassion, I subscribe, your humble servant anii 
obedient pupil, 

New Huven, Nov. 26, 1744. John Cleavehne. 

The Rector and Tutors regarded Ihe above confession as good for nothing, 
because it cast no censure on the separatist meetings, or on the person, who 
possessmg neither an academic degree, nor a miuiaterial license, jet presumed 
to conduct them. The young men were told that they would be disciplined 
still farther. 

John. Sirs — I should be glad to know what the Scriptures say, as to the call 
of a person to preach. 

Rector. The Scripture saith, ' 
and "no man tafceth this honor tc 
Aaron." 

John. Has that l«xt in Hebrews a reference to ministers being called in 
gospel times ? [His reason for putting the question, was his apprehension that 
the Apostle's design was to set forth that all the High Prieels before Christ were 
types of him, hence arguing, that if the types were called of God, so eminently 
must the antetype be thus called. And this he thought evident from the verse 
following. " So also Christ glorified," &c.] 

Bedor. Yes, — to be sure. 

John. If the call of Aaron is a rule for us to try others by, whellier they 
are called of God, I suppose it be necessary to know in what manner Aaron was 
called of God ; — but of this I am ignorant. 

Rector. He was called hy Moses. But it is not necessary that ministers un- 
der the gospel should be called in the same method that Aaron was. As Aaron 
was colled of God, so must all gospel ministers; and there are rules in the 
Gospel how they shall be introduced. 

Jolun. la there any other rule of introducing a minister, but by the laying 
on of hands of the Presbytery F 

Rector. Ko. 

John. Then he tliat preaches before he is ordained, or hath had the laying 
on of hands of the Presbyterj, is a bold intruder into the ministerial function. 
[The Eeotor had stud that such as preached without a liconae were so.] 

Reeiar. The Church of England do make this an objection against thePres- 
byt«rians ; but it is supposed by our divines, that such as have power t« ord^n, 
have authority to hcense before ordination. 

John. If the matter is brought to the opinion of divines, we suppose we can 
instance sonle likewise. We have been credibly informed that in some ports of 
the provmoe of the Massachusetts, the candidates are very seldom examined 
and licensed before they have a call to settle. 
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Jlcctm: I believe you'll rarely find an instance, [or to thsit effect.] 

John. I can instaiioe some, and one in Connecticut ; a man of liberal edu- 
cation. — But the Rector put an end to the talk. 

Rector. All that so do, ore bold intruders, who do that which they haro no 
bufiiness with. And therefore, since you went to such a meeting to hear a lay- 
eiliorter, whioh was entli'ely wrong, — in case you do not make a full recanta- 
tion, we shall proceed to eipel, [or to that effect.] 

Tutor. Have you anything more to offer ? 

Menezer. I have eonvething to offer. When I was at home, I was under 
the cace of my parents, and they told me, if I did not meet where they met, I 
could not expect they woidd maintain me at College ; and the meeting not appear- 
ing contrary to the word of God, I thought it my duty to obey my parents in 
this thing. 

Jtecior. If you went in oliedienee io your parents, this extenuates the crime, 
for it's a good thing to reverence your pai'ents. However, we are not to malie 
then' judgment a rule of our proceeding ; but shall proceed according to what 
appears right to us notwithstandin;;. 

John. Su', I find it to be a matter of imposaibiiity to serve two masters, and 
am brought into a perfect dilemma ; for if we don't malte a full recantation, wo 

must l>e eipelled College, and if we do maUe snoh an one, it will be 60 grievoua 
and contrary to the mind of our parents, they will not support us at College. 
So that, whether we confess, or do not confess, we are under a necesaty of 
leaving College. 

Hector. As you say — it is a very difficult thing to serve two masters, when 
tliey dictate contrarily, and therefore you must cliooao which of the two you 
wil! obey for the future. 

Johtt. Sir, if you will overlook this, we will for the future endeavor to per- 
suade our parents to let us go to auch meetings as are not contrary to the mind 
of the authorities of the College. 

Seclor. I don't know but I may, if you will openly acknowledge your fault 
Id the Hall. 

John and Ebeneser. We don't see it to be our duty to make an acknowl- 
edgment. 

And so we were dismissed for this time. Some time after this, John, of his 
own accord, went to the Rector, and the following conversation ensued. 

JtBctm: Well— what? 

John. Sir, you have granted to ua some time to consider which of the two 
masters we shall choose to serve in this concern. We have thought of the mat- 
ter, and do think it was our duty in that ease to obey our parents, and therefore 
can't go from the same. And having an opportunity for one of us to go 
home, I have come to know if one of us, at least, may have the liberty, as 
well before, as after we are expelled ? 

Rector. What do you mean by going home ? I don't understand you, ka.. 
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P sen h K dT 

Dp n of n n Job nd E n C m m era of thia 

C g w bd w m h publi w hp C d !i m ng-house in 
Can b ordo MCgw alined and pp i candidate 

b mmis phigh es fiPhr Society ia 

Canterbury, witli the Hpeoiol diracfaon of the Assotiation of the County of 
Windham ; — and Ibat they, tlie said CleaTelands, with sundry others belonging 
to Onnterbury and Piainfield, did go to, and attend upon a private, separate 
meeting, in a private house, for divine worship, carried on principally by one 
Solomon Paine, a lay-exborter, on several Sabbnths in September or October 
last; 

The said Cleaveknds being several times sent for, aolinowledged the facts as 
above stated and justified what they had done, and gave in the reasons given lu 
wridngby tiie sMd Separatists for their separation aforesaid ; — the most material 
of ivhieh ore these, viz ; tbat the first society in Canterbury Itoep up only the 
Porm of Qodlinesa, and den; the life, power and spirituality of it, and had 
given Mr. Cogswell a call hi order for settlement, whom tioy, tlie said Separa- 
tists, had declared to be destitute of those essential qualifications, tbat ought 
to be in a minister of Jesus Obrist, and therefore can't join with the Society in 
that choice, but looi: upon it their indispensable duty to choose one after God's 
own heart; one that will be able to comfort the wounded with the same 
comfort, wherewith he himself is comforted of God, and not a blind guide, for 
then will the blind lend the blind into the ditch of God's eternal wrath ; and 
many of the said society speak evil of those things which they the sidd Sepa- 
ratists, receive and hold to be the effects of the Holy Ghost; — whereupon 
they look upon it a loud cali to tbem to come out from among them, etc. ; and 
do appoint the house of Samuel Wadaworth to he a place to meet in hj them- 
selves, to serve the Lord in spirit and in truth. 

And the said Cieaveionds say that this being the act of the major part of the 
members in fnii communion within the said society, is a sufSoient warrant for 

them to join nith them. They also say that the said Solomon Paine has 

sufficient knowledge and ability to expound the Scripture, and to preach the 
gospel, and therefore has a right to do it, and therefore they say that in 
withdrawing from the public worship and attending upon the preaching of the 
said Solomon Paine, they have not acted contrary to any divine or humane 

Whereupon it ia considered by the Rector and Tutors, 

1st, That we, depending in thia matter upon the unanimous judgment of the 
aasooiatioa in the County of Windham, do judge that the said Mr. Cogswell is 
sufficiently quahfied to bo a minister of the gospel and therefore the reflections 
cast upon him, as aforesaid, are groundless. 
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2(i. That if there were anj reasons whj tlic said Separatists ehould not choose 
to receive Mr. Cogswell aa their niiaister, or if it should be doubtful whether it 
is coavenient that Mr. Cogswell should be ordained, where so gi'eat a number 
are against Mm, (which things properly lielong to the teariog and j udgment of 
B, Council,) yet we can't see that this could be aiij jusUfica.tion of their setting 
up a separation in the mean tjme. 

3d, That neither the major part of the members in full communion, nor 
any other person in any parish or society, have any right or wanant U> appoint 
any house or place for worship On the Sabbath, distinot and separate from, and 
in opposition to the meeting house, the public place appointed by the General 
Assembly and the Parish, but on the contrary all such places and separate 
meetings ate prohibited by the ancient law of this GoTernment. 

4th, The principal reasons assigned for this separation manifestly import 
that spirit of uncharitable censuring and rash judging of men's hearts and 
spiritual state, which has so much of late prevailed in tlie country, and which 
is plainly prohibited in the word of God. 

5th. That Hiere is scarce anything mora fully and strictly enjoined in the 
Gospel, than charity, peace an.d unity among Christiana, and Scarce anything 
more plainly and frequently forbidden than divisions, schisms and separations, 
and therefore nolliing can justify a division or separation, but only some plain 
and eipreaa direction in the word of God, which must be undarstood as a 
particular exception from the general rule, and it appears to us that there is no 
direction or warrant in the word of God, to set up a separation aponthe reasons 
there assigned. 

eth. That if it could be supposed that they had a warrant to separate from the 
Meeting House, Preacher and Congregation where they belonged and ittend 
upon some lawful minister in another place — yet this co ild not just fy the u 
in attending upon the ministry or preaching of a lay Exho ter w ho has no 
right, license or authority to preach, and part ula Iv of one who s a on n on 
promoter of separation, and disturber of the CI " an peace ot 1 
Canterbury, but also in Windham, Mansfield and o he places 

1th. That this practice of setting up lay Exhortero wh eh has of p 
Tailed in the country, is without any Script re wi an i d is s b e of 

the Standing order of a Learned Gospel M nist nnd nat roll te 3 to 
introduce spiritual pride, enthusiasm, and all manner of duorders u to the 
Christian Church. 

Whereuponitis considered and adjudged by the Rector and Tutors that he 
said John and Ebenezer Cleaveland, in withd awmg and scpa-atmg from the 
public worship of God, and attending upon the p each ng of a la eil orter as 
aforesaid, have acted contrary to the rules of the Gospel, the laws of this 
Colony, and of the College, and that the said Cleayelands shall be publicly 
admonished for their faults aforesaid, and if they shall continue to justify 
themselves, and refuse to make an acknowledgement, they shall be expelled. 
A True Copy, Examined by llr. Cj.ap, Hector. 
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In 1745 the two Cleiivelaiids SQnt a potitiou to the General 
Assembly, praying tliat tbey miglit be restored to tkeir privileges in 
College; bul tlieir petition was dismissed without any action upon it 
in either house.* 

Tbe Diary of John Cleaveland, kept from Jan. 15, 1742, to May 1 1, 
1742, gives us an insight into the character of that group of pious 
young men among whom Brainerd was conspicuous. The following 
are abbreviated selections from this Journal : 

In Ma first entry he says , — "This night after prayers in the Hall, Jonesf 
prayed yery afiectionately in Hall's room. After I Cfuna home, WilUamst 
and I Bang a hymn. Then five more came in, and we sang another hymn. 
After they went, Williams and I had a confidential discourse on religion. 
When he was gone, we prayed. I led, but ivos exceedingly blind in spiritual 

Jan. lUh. He mentions that Mr. Clap expounded on Christ as a Mediator 
between God and man, and as both God and man. He heard Strong say tliat 
Mr. Stoddard of Woodbury is come out very bright in the work of the Lord, 
and, as be used \o say it was the work of the Devil, now he saye the Devil is in 
those who oppose the work. "Mr. Clap prayed this night better than i have 
heard him, since I have been in New Haven." 

Jan. lltk, Sabbath, "Heard Mr. Koice [Noyes] all day," — gives the tests. 
" It was so cold that many students left before the sermon was over." There 
seems to have been a private meodng for religious services in the evening. 

Jan. ISfh. " Lord,g jrrimjw, was called before the Seniors for carrying 
himself unbecomingly." J. C. spent the evening with Ely| and the Lymans,Tf 
and discussed with them the question of removmg out of the College, if they 
could see the way clear, and could have some ministers on their ^de. He 
afierwards talked with Mr. Mix on the same subject, that is, getthig out of 
Commons." 

Jan. 19th. Has had a great many errands put upon him, and a very bad day 



" For an account of this petition, see President Woolsey's Historical Dis- 
conrse, p. 108, " They make the whole question turn upon the respective 
rights of the church and congregation in choosing a minister ; that being the 
point on which a majority of the church had separated from a majority of the 
congregation in this instance." 

I Isaac Jones, grad. 1142, d. 1784. 

i Wurham Williams, grad. 1749, d. 1788, 

§ John H. Lord, grad. 1745, d. 1790. 

g Simon Ely, gi'ad. 174S. 

T" Daniel Lyman, grad. 17*5, d. 1188. Elihu Lyman, grad. 1745, d, 175S. 
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to do them in, Darling sent Mm to Widow Allin's ; — onbia waybaoli, I'iak,* 
primus, met !iim and sent bini off to Tod's for a horse ; wlieo ho got back 
with the horse, he sent him to Capt. Munson'a for something else ; and at 
night after prayers he had to go to Sejkea' to gat a pair of shoes for Dor.f 

Jan. aoift. Mr. Clap preached in the Hall on li Peter 1. 10 ;— the doctrine,—" it 
is our great and indispensable duty to malce our calling and election sure." I 
think he preached the best that ever I heard. He seemed to preach 
experienee. 

Jbk, '2,1st. " Mr. Case was pei^ecuted by the people of Milford. He was put 
in prison." J, 0. states that there was to he a oorte in regard to the 
matter, and that he and others of his class a; [ hod to Mr Whittelsey for 
permission to attend it. The answer is not given The coite " however was 
deemed so important that the meeting m the College was omitted. That 
night Wmiaras [Warham Williams, aft. Tut et Soi, ] ^nd Field, [Sam'] 
supped with J. C. After supper they sang some of Dr Watts s hymns. 

Jan. 22itd. Observed aa a day of prayer b som of th' scholars aspec'aJl 
the Seniors. Mr. Humphrey preached at n h R 11 J mp f 

spiritual dullness. 

Jan. 23ci Mc, Clap expounded in the H 11 If 11 f A 

religious meeting in the evening in Hawl m [J seph HI gr d 

1T42.] J. C. hears good news from N k df Whfild 
in regard to the revival of rehgiaus feel g dishhmhh h 

news every day. 

Jan. 'iilh. Sabbath. Mr.Noyesand Mr. Whittelsey preach. "At night Mr. Clap 
prayed above an hour, as I judge ; and I was as stupid as stupidity itself, all the 
while he prayed," After that there was a prajer-meeting, in which the 
students prayed in class order. "This day I heard of Mr. Graham [John 
Graham of Southbury,] Mr. Bellamy [Joseph, D. D.,] and Mv. Mills, coming to 
New Haven to preach. 

Jan. 26iA. He and Draper [Nathl.,] who was one of his room-mates, have a 
scuffle, — a good natured one, it seems ; — yet he condemns himself for it. 
Draper and be have a serious talk afterwards. He hears that Mr. Kobblns 
preached a fast at the Waterside, and that he may preach nest day. 

Jan. 26th. "Much disturbance in this town." In the evening, Sir Wood- 
bridge, [probably Timo. Woodbridge, grad. 1782, Tut. 1787-1'739,] preached in 
the Hall. He mentions a warm disputo on religious topics, which occurred the 
same evening. He seems to have been living with a Mr. Mis, who spoke lightly 
of Brajuerd and others of that sort, and talked of the work in the land as the 
work of the Devil. He adds that he was very plain with Landlord Mis. 

Jan. 27 iA. " This day has been a grumbling day among ns. Tlicre has been 
preaching nearly all day at Mr. Cook's, about twenty rods from the College. 

» Samuel Fisk, gr. 1143, d. 1749. f Edward Dorr, gr. 1742, d. Ilia. 
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Mr. Mills prenched two Or three sermona. Mr. Ckp would not let iis go to hear 
them." " Some of the Seniors and aome of the Juniors went notwithstanding." 
J. 0, adds ; " I whs almost resolved to go, let what would fall ; but I had not 
the courage to do it." After prajera that night Lyman, Williama and J. C. 
went to viat Euasell [Wm. Rusaoll, aft. Tut. and clerg. d. 1714] and Sturgeon 
[Wm. S., aft. clerg.,] and apent the night with them. 

Jan. aSfft. In the evening he heard Mr. Whitteleey preach ; thinks he is a 
very good orator, but, as a preacher, does not like him much. After the meet- 
ing, he went to Fowlar'a room, [Joa. Fowler, grad. 1743, d. 1771,] where they 
and Tracy [Samuel] eat till twelve o'clock, dieooureiiig on religion and in 

Jan, 29(7i. He complains of stupidity and bewilderment in religious thhigs. 
Movea into College, — drinks tea with some of his classmates, settles with his 
late room-matea, Betts [Tliaddeua'B.,] and Draper, [Nathaniel] " This day," he 
Bays, " the separate party were set off by the Court ; — have liberty to meet by 
themselves, and have appointed their meeting at Mr. Lieut. Mix's." 

Jan. 30fA. Exoeodingl; dull In his feelings all day. He is put into commons. 

Jan. 81, Sabhaih. Mr. Noyes preaches in the morning frani Matt, xxv: 43. 
In J. O'a. opinion, he did EOt stick very closely to his text. In the aft. Mr. 
Whittelsey preached on the spiritual death that poesesseth the hearts of all men. 
After evening prayers, he and Clarke [Joa. Clarke, grad. I'I46] went to Lieut. 
Mix'a, and heard Mr, 8. " He preached exceedingly well." 

Peh. 1. Begins with fervent and pious aspirations. He then statea that Mr. 
Clap has that day given them a lecture on the auhject of the ' New Lights,' as 
they were reproacMngly called. " I think he stud they had taken oath against 
the reUgion of the country, — that the colony would not bring up scholars to 
swear against the reUgion of the Colony. He said that our religion is the true 
religion of Jesua Chriat, and we should find it so, if we would compare it with 
the word of God." 

Feb. 2. Complidns of dullneas. Sings hjcins with Leavitt and WilUama. 

Feb. 3. Talked with Strong, prijitas [prob. David Strong,] and with Rossiter, 
[prob. Asher Bossiter, grad. 1742,] on religions themes. He writes to his father, 
and "lays open his case." 

Feb. 4. He hoped to hear Mr. Robbins preach. But Mr. R. fiuled to come. 
Mr, Nojas preached. 

Feb. 5. " This day, being Friday, Mr. Clap fined Holey five shillings for speak- 
ing the truth in the Hall ; and the truth was, that he staid at Lome, because of 
the coldness of the air and of the preacher." 

[This Holey, who had to pay, and probably paid cheerfully for his snuey ei- 
cuae, was the Joseph Hawley, already named. He died in 1788.] 

" This night," adds the Journalist, " I was called before the gentlemen Soph- 
omores, for aoandaloualy reproaching of them, and was very smartly reproved 
by them. But they got nothing by it, neither did I." 

Feb. 8. Mr. Clap expounds on Justification. A prayer meeting is held by 
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Seniors in Havilej'a room. Woolsey Eeuiis J. C. on an errand. Ljniaii, scciindus, 
[Daaiel] has a kind of battle with Felpa, [Alexander Fbelps, afterwords Tutor.] 

Mb, 1. Babbath. Mr. Nojes preaches and administers the Sftcromcnt. J. C. 
very cold in apirlt in time of worship. Mr. Clap in the aiternoon. A Hieeting in 
the evening, at which Cook and RuBsell prayed. Thej agree to hove a meeting 
cTery night. 

Feb. a. Stormy day. First nightly class meeting for prayer. Spends the 
erening at BvadlBy'E, talkiDg with Strong on religion. 

Mb. 9. This morning a Morayian followed the Rector into the Hail, and, when 
prayer was over, asked leave to preach. This was refused. He began however 
to speak, but the students did not stay to hear him. At evening the some Mo- 
ravian eanie into the students' meeting. One of the Seniors asked him to pray. 
After prayer, he read a verse in Titus and began to preach from it. While this 
was proceeding, Mr. Whittelsey sent a message to disperse them. The Mora- 
vian stopped, blessed his audience, and as he went out of College, shoolc the 
dirt from his feet. 

Feb. 10. Whittelsey of Wallingtord preaches, but does not end so well as he 
begun. — A council held in the Ubrary respeothig Mr. Pierpont. Mr. Noyes and 
Mr. Pierpont dispute. 

Feb. 11. The council in the Library breaks up : Mr. Bflbbins is turned oat of 
their meeting; the case comes out cgamstMr. Pierpont and his brethren. 

Mr. Robbins preached in the afternoon (at the separatist meeting, of course.) 
J. C. does not hear him. "At night," however, he says, he "broke out and went 
and heard Mm preach on Gen. 19 L 17, and' he spake as a man sent from God to , 
warn me of my sin and danger," te. [This Mr. Eobbins was, probably, the 
minister of Branford, with whom J. C. studied divinity after his espulslon from 
College.] 

Feb. 12. The Seniors deelfumed. " This day we were taken up into the large 
garret to be tormented by the Sophomores, and three of my class were fined for 

Complains of coldness in his heart. 

Feb. 13. Mc. Clap expounds on Church discipline. J. C. talks with Mr. Win- 
chell. 

Feb. 14. Mr. Whittelsey of Milford preaches in Mr. Noyes's place. 

Feb. 15. Writes a letter to Mr. Mills, and one to Zera Lotlirup. 

Feb. 18. Writes to his parents. Spends the evening with Williams, ieriius, 
[Warham Williams,] in Mr. Whittelsoy's room. He deplores his own religious 
declension. 

Feb. 11. Mr. Clap preaches in the evening. J. C. knows not what to tlo with 
himself, — so heedless is he. 

Feb. 18, He talks with Lookwood, [Samuel, afterwards Socius and D. D.] 
He gets a letter from Canterbury, written by Sir Lewis, informing hira of the 
conversion of his brothers and sisters. [This Lewis, ivho is mentioned several 
times in the Journal, was probably Tbos. Lewis, of the class of 1741. Sir was 
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tiio academical title of resident graiiuates. Lcmis waa teftching school in Can- 
terbury, but sOll had hia name on the College books and eatalogue.] 

Peb. 19. Juniors begin to declfdni the seeond time. J. C. gets a letter from 
home. He talks with Leaming about hie deadness. [Jer. Leaming, clergj-man, 
grad. 1145, d. 1804.] J. 0. attends on the buttery. 

Fei. SO. Aa haying care of the buttery, it waa his duty to ring the morning 
bell. Bat he did not wake in season, and the Rector called liim " SUepn-Head." 
" This morning Kector Clap espounda on Adoption, Justification and Sanctiflca- 
tiou." 

In the afternoon J. C. is with Bcaiuerd, primus, [David Brainerd,] and hears 
heavenly news from Canterbury of his brother and sister. At a later hour he 
has a serious talk with Lockwood, [Samuel, aft. clergyman, Soeius, D. D.] 

Feb. 21. Mr. Noyes preached better than usual. Mr. Whittelsey in the afEer- 
noon ; preached very well, the bast sermon which J. C. had heard from him. 

Feb. 33. More stupid than ever. In the afternoon J. C. and Ely [Simon Ely] 
took a circuit round by Bradley's and so to Jones's, hoping to hear Mr. Um- 
phreys, [Daniel Humphreys, grad. 1783, d. Its'!.] They wore disappointed, 
Mr. Humphreys was sick. So Brtunerd, pHmits, prayed. After the College pray- 
ers, J. 0. and Lockwood and Brainerd, 2d, had religions exercises. 

Feb. 2S. J. C. has some pleasant discourse with Mr. Kimberly, " who aeems to 
be a sweat child of God." At the meeting Brainerd prayed. Then Brainerd, 
Ely, Lyman, 3d, and J. C. went to Lookwood's room, where they aung a hymn. 
Being about to engage in prayer, Wbinchelt spolta in opposition to it, and said 
he could not allow it. Much was said, but in vwn, to convince him of his er- 
ror. Brainerd, " a sweet child of God, I trust," bs he took leave, spoke in an 
exhorUng manner, and drew some (ears from his eyes. He seemed affected by 
the discourse. [There is some obscurity in the narrative here. I think it must 
hava been ' Whinchell ' who was addressed, and who wept. There is no Whin- 
chell nor Wincheil in the catalogue of the College during tha first century,] 

Feb. 34. He is absent from prayers and recitation in consequence of bodily 
pain. This afternoon the Seniors held a fast, in which soma of the Juniors and 
Freshmen join. He gets a letter from his father, sister and brother. He learns 
that his father's bouse is like a little Bethel. J. C. lays his case before hia ctass- 
malea, the Lymans, Cogswell, [prob. Jas. Cogswell, then a Senior, afterward 
D. D., d, ISOT,] and Troop, [prob. Wm. Throop, Junior, afterwards clergyman, 
d. 11B6,] came to College this day. 

Feb. 35. He thuiks much about the family at home. He spends the aitomoon 
with Lockwood and his room-mates. At night he attends the meeting. After- 
wards he read his letters to Eussell, Williams, and other classmates. [Russell 
was afterwards Tutor, etc.] 

Feb. 26. He hears that a comet has been seen in the South. He renews his 
complaint of himself 

Feb. 37. He walks with Leavitt [Frcograac Lcavitt, clerg. grad. 1T4S,] to 
Johnson's. Thsy talli of their own stupidity, and enlarge upon the times, upon 
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dreams, etc. He gets into n talk about going to hfiar Mr, Bellamy preach, and 
probably became excited. 

Feb. 28. Mr. Bellam? preaclies at the Separate meeting. J. C. tallis of going 
in the morning, but, for some reason, did not go to liear him. In the afternoon, 
liowever, he heard Mr. Bellamy. He says there were Borae " in conviction," and 
that he was something concerned about himself. 

Mm-ch 1. " This day Imth passed over with much commotion." Went in the 
morning and heard Bellamy at the Separate meeting. He preaches from Paul's 
words, "I glory in nothing," Sic., " excellent well." In the afternoon from 
" Strive to enter," &c. " Many Christians were stirred up and enlivened. At a 
meeting held after College prayers, Throop was filled very full by the Spirit of 
God. We were called down by some of the Seniora, and it was the sweetest 
meeting we have had since we eatne to College. Mr. Bellamy and Mr. Piarpont 
came to visit us in College. We eigned a letter to send to Mr. Tonnent." 

Mareh 2. Settled with Mix, and paid him £9, 12s. This night went to Mr. 
Pierpont's, and there were a number of the children of God, as I trust. Brain- 

Marchz. This day Mr. Stiles [prob. Abel Stiles, gr. 1733, Tutor, 1786] 
preached, but I did not like him. After the meeting, Russell, Leavitt, and J. C. 

went to see some " distrest aouis." 

March 7. Mr, Noyes preaches and administers the sacrament. In tl ft moon 
he preached from Titus, "not by works," &c., and "he made a se al le 
hand of it." J. C was absent from the stated meeting this even ng Sp n 
Brainerd and Brown carried on the meeting. J. C. in his los t ead Jos. 
Allyn's works. 

March 9. J. C, WilUams, 3d, and Leavitt visit Brainerd and h h th n 
and are " very handsomely treated by tliem." 

March 11. Quarter day, lockwood and he talk, pray, and spend the night 
together. 

March 12. "This day I was fined one penny for being tardy. This day tlio 
venerable Beotor came off his journey." He laments hia " deadness" and sighs 
for a better state. 

March 14. Sabbath. After prayers, Williams, 2d [EUphalet WiUiams, S. T. D. 
Soc, d,, 1808] went home with the Reverend Rector to get leave to go to the 
meeting; but he would not suffer him | but said, if he was conscience-bound, 
he might go home for a little time, while the times grew better." Mr. Wood- 
bridge preached to-day. 

March 16. " I have had some discourse with a certain young woman about 
religion." This day has been exceeding cold. 

March 16, Another cold morning. He hears that Mr. Clap is about getting 
a minister to preach in the Hall. He hears also that Mr. Cheney, of Waforbuty, 
has drowned himself. 

March 17. Sic Woodbridge preaches a lecture in the meeting house. A good 

MarchlH. "This morning I had a very beautiful meeting, I dreampt that 
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I wtta brought to bdi eld my patents, my brothers and sistcre, rejoicing in the 
Lord; and eonieof my relations rejoicing with them." "Thlsdajl have been 
very rude, considering inj circumstances. My case, I fear, is very bad." 
[TMs may refer to the consequences of his rudeness, or it may be only one of 
Ms customaiy confessions.] He is informed that RecUir Clap has for^ven 
Throop's attendance at the Separate meeting. 

March IB. Mr, Burr preached. Lloyd seems to be somewhat affected. [Tliis 
was Nath' Lloyd.] 

March 20. Mr. Burr preached again "eiceedingly well." J. 0, is still dull. 
Mr, Parsons preached in the Eoll. [Prob. Jona. Parsons, gi'. IV29 ; afterwards 
settled in Newburyport, and an intimate friend of Rev. John C. Be died in 
1173.] 

Miavh 21. Mr. Burr preaches, and sets forth the terms of the law. Mr. Bella- 
my preached in the meeting house in the afternoon. At night, Burr preached 
in the Hall, from " Seek ye first," &o., which he applied to the scholars in par- 
ticular. J. C. retires with Ely [Simon Ely] into a "lot to pray." 

March 22. Mr. Bnrr preaches. J. C. still like a stone. At night, Mr. Will- 
bait preaches in the Hall, hovd, pHm«s, seemed affected somewhat [Jona. 
Haynes Lord is the only one of the name on the catalogue for that time.] This 
night, Mr, Parsons preached at the Separate meeting. Mr. Locltwood arriTea. 

March 23. — Walks at noon with Lord, primna, and with Russell. They talk 
of religion. Mr. Bobbins preaches at the Separate meeting in the afternoon. 
In the evening Mr. Burr preaches in the Hall. 

March 24. Writes to his parents. Lord, 2d, goes from College. Mr. Burr 
preaches in the evening. J. C. is affected by it. 

Marck 26. " This day I walked about hke aragabond." In the afternoon Mr. 
Burr preached at the meeting exceeding well. 

March 26. " This day we have had no preaching from those mimstecs of God, 
that have preached so frequently of late." [The protracted meeting lasted 
from the 19th to the 26tli of March.] A noise that evening in one of his ears, 
pat him a thinking. 

March 37. Wakes at early dawn in distress of mind. In the afternoon, Mr, 
Burr preached in the meeting house, 

March 2S, Sabbath. Mr. Burr preaches all day. " Since last Friday I 
have heard thirteen sermons from the ministers [of truth] I trnst. [He means 
lost Friday weeli.] 

March 39. " This day I do not remember much what hath been acted." 
This night Ely sailed for home. Ro meeting of the class. 

March 30. XuUts with Strong about his vile condition. 

March SI. We finish the Evangelists. "I and some more get a berth for a 
voyage home." Dull and lifeless in religions things. 

Ap. 1, A broken day. Sent things on board the vessel, which was pre- 
vented from sailing by a storm. " Took leave of my school-fellowe." 
6 
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Ap. 2. Sailed from New Haven for New London. Wind contrai'j' — fright — 
sea-sioknesa— bad night — tossed about on the Horse-rcce. 

Ap. 8. " Beach Neiv London at one P. M. Talte boat for Norivich, and 
get there about 5." Then he and Draper troTel till nine o'clock, and come to 
Dea. Latlifop's. 

Ap. i. Sabbath. Mr. Mills preached. At noon he is something distressed 
to see the great joy of his mother, brother and eistei-. He never saw such a 
tneeUng. He fears he la wearing off his convictions, &C. 

Ap. 5. He is concerned about himself. He attends a meeting at Copt. 
Brown's. Full attendance. 

Ap. 12, "I went down into town. This night Mills preached. We had 
some of us a verj live meeting, I tarried at uncle Solomon Poine's." 

Ap. 13. Talked with uncle Solomon about reli^on. He related his experi- 
ence. This afternoon Mills preached. His words seemed to have a very great 
effect opon the audience. I was distrest, but others more so. There was a 
great stir indeed. 

Ap. 14. This morning Mr. Baker preached at uncle Johnson'a. Some seemed 
to be alive, and some dead, Ailer sermon, a company of ua went to Newent 
to hoar Mr. Moacham, and 8ii' Judd. Something of a stir, and aomo very hold 
opposecs. 

Ap. 15. Rode with Mr, Meacham and imelc Elisha Paine to the West Farm. 
Meaeham preached : considerable stJr. 

Ap. 19. Hie convictions are faint He returns home with his uncle. He 
makes the acqiuuntance of Sir Lewis. 

Ap. 17, Walked with Aunt Constance up to Grandmother Paiuo's. 
Ap. 18. Mills preached. Brother Ebenezer taken into tho Church. 
Ap. 10. Visits Sir Lewis. Goes with him to the Lower End meeting. Sir 
Lewis did well, and they were all filled. 

Ap. 20. This forenoon I spent with Lucy Cleaveland, [She was daughter of 
his uncle Henry,] 

Ap. 21. J. C. kept school for Sir Lewis. There was a meeting at uncle 
Ehsha Paine's. 
Ap. 22. He i8 stupid. His father relates his experience, 
Ap. S3. Mills preached. J. C. and Mr. Bradford took a walk among the 
hills io pray. " This night I heard of a bird's crowing before a man's door at 
Saybrook." 

Ap. S6. He spends the forenoon in the mill-house in prayer and reading the 
Scriptures. In afternoon Mills gave a funeral discourse on Sam' Adams. 
The children of God were very live at the funeral. A spirit of exhortation 
was poured down upon them. Two persons were "struck into conviction." 

Ap. 29. This forenoon, I spent at uncle Johnson's, and in travelling. Some 
discoui'se I had with Enos Hide upon the way ; some with Stephen Backus ; 
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Jtai/ 8. Ml'. Mosley preochea from Lulte ssli: <1B. He prpacliod exceeding 
well. There ivns a reyivnl among Chriatians, and a stir among sinners, but my 
heart WRB hard as adamant. 

May 1. Labored out of doors for about aa hour. Mr. Mosley preached from 
Hebr. " Wherefore as the Holy Ghost saith," &e. Then Mi'.Milla preached from 
MaJaehiii; 1. 

Both the brothers Cleaveland, years afterwai-ds, obtained their de- 
grees. In view of the wliole transaction eading in ibeir expulsion, I 
remark : 

1. All these difficulties grew out of the attempt of. tho Colonial 
government and of those who supported its measures, (including the 
College.) to sustain the Congregational Establishment. This !iad be- 
gnu to be shaken by the divisions that had arisen on questions of 
tlieoiogy and practical religion, and by the rising spirit of liberty 
The fi'iends of the ancient order who had been trained to feel that 
the prosperity of the Church depended on it, were naturally disposed 
to put forth extraordinary exertions to suppress the movements that 
looked to its overthrow. 

2. The governors of College were correct in pronouncing the pro- 
ceedings of the Clmrch at Canterbury illegal. They were honest in 
considering the circle of young "New Lights" to which t!ie Cleave- 
lands belonged, as seditious in their spirit, and ds responsible for need- 
less commotions in College which involved incivility and disobedience 
to the College officers. In the act of expulsion they expressed the 
opinion that the offenders had been prevented from making due ac- 

" the ill advice of others," evidently alluding to 
■s whose counsel they had taken. But they were unreason- 
ably severe in requiring the young men to humble themselves by a 
public confession, for actions done in ignorance of the law of the In- 
stitution, in ft case where ignoi'ance was excusable. And their endeav- 
ors to support the General Assembly in the effort to put down Con- 
gregational dissent bv the infliction of severe puniibraenfs were mis 
taken fi 

8. ' g h wahhhy may 
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The religious Diary of John Cloavelaiid, with its record of fluctua- 
ting emotions, resembles tiiat of Brainerd, A rapturous exf'itement 
of feel ng is tLlloned by acorresponlingdef ression. Such alternations 
offeelint, weie mifetaken for changes of i,haiaoter ; and this mistaken 
ide^ tended more than anyth n^ else to produce them. The laws un- 
der whi h the religious emotions are deseloped, were little consid- 
ered and this eiror in priotical theology deprived many of the 
best men of the peace «h ch Christ left to his disciples. The distress 
of Biameid often sjiung flora ill health morbid introspection, and 
other canses thit do not implr a want ot tonseuration to God. It is 
this fact that renders his hfe, in some of its features, a melancholy 
piece of biography. The consequences of the great Revival did much 
to correct the perverted ideas relative to religious emotions, which 
prevailed during its progress. This is abundantly shown in the corres- 
pondence and other writings of Edwards. But errors on this subject 
had a lasting effect on the type of piety prevalent in New England, 
and from tiiem we have not yet recovered. 



No. VII. 

The title of this Protest against Whitefic Id is as follows ; "The 
Declaration of the Rector and Tutors of Yale College in New Haven, 
against the Rev. Mr. Geoi'ge Whitefield, his Principles and Designs, 
In a letter to him." It followed a similar "Testimony of the 
Faculty of Harvard College," published in December of the previous 
year, and Resolutions of the same character passed by various Asso- 
ciations of ministers. 

On the occasion of his first visit to New Haven. "Wliitefield had 
dined with the Rector and Tutors, and visited the libraiy of the Col- 
lege. The subsequent appearance of his Journal gave just offense to 
many of the clergy of New England. He said, among other things, 
in this inconsiderate publication : " As to the Universities, I believe it 
may be truly said the light in thera is now become darkness, even thick 
darkness that may be felt." He also said that he " was persuaded the 
generality of preachers, talk of an unknown, unfelt Christ;" and 
" many, nay moat that preach, I fear, do not experimentally know 
Chiii-t." Davenport and numerous fmmtical exhorters, striving to 
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imitate Whitefield, were travelling from parish, to parish, inflaming 
weak minds by their wild, denunciatory barangues. 

The Declaration of the Rector and Tutoi'3 aims to eatablisli two 
points. They say, 

"First, it has always appeared to us that you and other itinerants 
hare laid a scheme to turn ihe generality of ministers out of their 
places, and to introduce a new set of such as should be in a peculiar 
manner attached to you; and this you would effect by prejudicing 
the minds of people against their ministers, and thereby induce them 
to discard them or separate from them." 

" Secondly, it has always appeared to us that you and other itlner- 
anti have laid a scbeme to vilify and subvert our colleges, and to in- 
troduce a set of ministers into our churches, by other ways and means 
of education." 

In support of the first proposition they appea! to Whitefield's cen- 
sure of the ministers as for t!ie most part tmoonverted, and his asaer- 
tipii that " all unconverted miniatei'S are half heaata and half devils, 
and can no more be the means of any man's conversion than a dead 
man can beget a living child." They also refer to the remark of Ten- 
nent^ in his Nottingham sermon, (which Whitefield had pronounced 
an unanswerable discourse,) " tliat those who are contented nnder 
such a ministry are aa blind as moles, and dead as stones, without 
any spiritual taste or relish." They then endeavor to show that to 
persuade the people to discard their ministers or separate from them 
was something intended and designed by Whitefield. They infer this 
from what they pronounce to be the obvioiAs tendency of his words 
and actions, and from the course pursued by the Separatists who pro- 
fessed to take him for a model and whose conduct he had never pub- 
licly disapproved. They also allude to what Whitefield bad told Ed- 
wards of his intention to bring over a number of young men from 
England to be ordained by the Teanents ; and deduce the conclusion 
that these foreigners were intended to supplant the pastors whom he 
complained of as unconverted. 

Tliey support the charge against him in reference to the colleges, 
by inferences from what Whitefield had published in respect to their 
unfitness for their appropriate work of training ministers, and from 
remai'ks of Tenncnt in the sermon before mentioned, to which he had 
given his sanction. 
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It is not difficult to 1 te n tl t if tlis unhappy contro- 

vei'sy. Whitefield co lessed that 1 af 1 e hal said of the clei^y and 
( uDguarled a d unj st ad th liis wonted nobleness 
irrow for fl e v on^ 1 e had tho ghtlessly done. It is not 
strange that the persons nj r o sly aflected by his reflections, should 
have felt deeply woun 1 1 at flndng tl emselves thus held up to re- 
proach before the world by bo consp c o s a person. There was 
ground also for auaieot ^ Wl tefield of lending countenance to the 
reckless itinerants of the class of Davenpoi't. He was himself dis- 
posed to & superstitious faith in dreams, sudden impulses and bodily 
possessions, (as his writings abundantly show ;) and in a letter written 
about the time "the Declaration " was published, he mentions "the 
^001^ Davenport." But the faculty were grievously mistaken in sup- 
posing that he had laid a scheme to eject the ministers from theii' parish- 
es and to introduce others in their place. Especially is this accusation 
painful to read, when we see it made in the face of what he had so 
candidly said in his reply to the Harvard "Testimony" : "Such a 
thought never entered my heart ; neither, as I know of, has my preach- 
ing the least tendency thereunto. 1 am determined to know nothing 
among you, but Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I have no intention 
of setting up a party for myself, or to stii' up people against their pas- 
tors." " At the same time, I desire to be hunabled and to ask public 
pardon for any I'ash words I have dropped, or anything I have written 
or done amiss. This leads me also to ask forgiveness. Gentlemen, if 
I have done you or your society any wrong." The proofs which the 
Rector and Tutors adduce, would indeed, in tiie case of any man less 
impulsive, less heedless of consequences beyond an immediate object, 
have been sufficient to justify their opinion. But when we under- 
stand the chai-acter of Whitefield, however we may deplore the faulta 
frotn which he afterwards almost entirely recovered, we have no diffi- 
culty in giving credit to his disavowal of the purposes imputed to 
bioi. Still, an attention to all the facts and to the ciroumstancea of 
the time will prevent any one from condemning the Declaration of the 
Rector and Tutors, as if it were a monument of bigotry and intoler- 
ance. It was necessary to make a stand against fanaticism, and they 
directed their blow at biro whom they erroneously considered as in- 
tentionally responsible for all the disturbance occasioned by the wild 
pretenders who resembled him only in the loudness of their voices. 
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Attaelied to tlia " DeclariitioB " is a singular postscript concerning 
tiie Moravians, whose principles appeared to the Rector and Tutors 
" to be artfully contrived to prepare the minds of men for Popery." 
They allude to the imprisonment of some of them in New York, and 
conclude with this request addressed to Wtiitefield : " Now as you are 
a friend and patron of the Moravians, and have acted in conceit with 
thera, we presume that you are well acquainted with tlieir principles 
and designs, and would very mnch oblige the world, if you would give 
some light and satisfaction in this matter, and ease tliem of their fears, 
if they are groundless." 



No. VIII. 

The pamphlets of that day, and still more the unpublished papers 
of Dr. Stiies, enable us to unde stand tl e co se take by Ire dent 
Clap, in the different periods of h s pree len j P o to the year 
1752, he co6perated earnestly w h hoe vl o bo gl t to p event 
divisions in the churches. He na the gove ned othytheolog al 
considerations, so much as by h fear ot the d st bance a d eo ten 
tion in parishes, resulting from the el gious ag lat on ex ted I j ti e 
revival preacliers. He was p omptel under the n pulse of 1 s 
feeling, to second the wishes of tl e Colon -il go e -nment hy de I ^ 
severely with students who showed liscontent v t! tl e establ hed 
worship. Hence, tlie expulsio ot B a ne d and the Clea ela ds 
iience, also, the Declaration aga stWhtefiell B t ivhen the New 
Light preachers were assailed by latitudmarian opposere, the Piesi 
dent felt disposed to side with the former. The more his interest 
was awakened in the direction of religious doctrine, the more would 
his sympathies he withdrawn fiom the men with whom he had 
formerly acted. This change was hastened by the fact that he 
found himself withstood in bis design to form a church in college, hy 
former friends, and supported by many to whom he had previously 
been opposed. Judge Darling, for example, one of the signers of the 
Declaration concerning Wbitefield, who had joined the President in 
decrying enthusiasm, now came out against him. It was mentioned, 
as a significant fact, that Dr. Daggett shortly after he began his 
duties in college, on the occasion of his illness, sent a request that 
prayers might be offered, to the separate church. The Rev. Chauncey 
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WLittelsey, not long before President Clap's deatL, in a letter to J)\: 
Stiles, speaks of bimself as no longer admitted lo the President's 
counsels. Dr Stiles, whom Pies,ident OUp hail befriended in his 
youth, likewise considered himself as no more possessing his sympa- 
th]\ The Piesident's thoologiLsl opmiono had not been modified, 
but he sustained the policy adopted by the New Light party in the 
General Aasemblv , and on this account was called a political New 
Light. Atdifleient times fiom the year 1T30, as we are informed 
by Dr, Stiles, the rumoi was staiteJ that both Haiiard and Yale 
were lapsing into Ai rainiani^m. On the ainval of Whitefield, this 
charge was levived In i,on-equent,e ot tins suspicion, fifteen or 
twenty young men were induced to go tiom New England to the 
College of New Jersey, duiing the fiist ten yeais after that institution 
was founded. The New Jersey College was under the control of 
New L m A ra 
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America, It will not be forgot that this honorable Court encouraged 
it in its infancy, and helped to give it a lasting establishment." 
These circumstances awoke the surmise that President Clap's newly 
developed concern for the cause of orthodoxy in doctrine, which 
swallowed up his former zeal for external conformity and union, was 
dictated by a desire to save the popularity of the College, Such 
a motive was directly charged upon him by the excited pamphleteers 
who were offended at his conduct. But the accusation, probably, 
had no foundation in truth. There is no reason to question the 
sincerity of his principles. The most candid of his adversaries 
acknowledged the rectitude of bis character. Imperious he may 
have been, and destitute of the power to conciliate other minds; 
but he was unquestionably honest and unselfish. A small manuscript 
book has been put in my hands, in which President Clap recorded 
his reflections upon "certain remarkable occun-ences in Di\'ine 
Providence," in the course of his life. The expressions in it of 
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devout affection for God, and of strong confidence in His mercy, 
together with tlie eai'nest supplications for light and strength from 
above, are indicative of a piety not less deep if less fervent, than 
that o B T b es 63 
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No. IS, 
The theological principles and position of Dr, Stiles deserve a more 
particular notice tJian they have yet received. His father, the Rev, 
Isaac Stiles, of North Haven, was a preacher noted for his talents and 
his vigor in the pulpit. He was one of the most energetic opposers 
of the aew measures adopted by the followers of Whitefield, and re- 
sisted all innovations upon the ecclesiastical system established by the 
ancient laws of this Colony. In his Election Sermon at Hartford in 
1742, he took occasion to reprobate the conduct of those who, as he 
thought, were making divisions in the Church, and to comment with 
great severity upon the general character of the New Light party. Af- 
ter describing the separata meetings as " schismatical conventicles," he 
says : " I would humbly propose whether this be not an iniquity to be 
punished by the Judges, and whether in these times not of ignorance, 
but of ffreat liffht, these things should be connived and winked at by 
any ? Can nothing be done to heal our unhappy divisions ? to put a 
stop to and prevent unscriptural separations and disorderly practices 
of various kinds, which have a direct tendency to, and by a natural 
causality necessarily do, disturb the peace of this our Jerusalem,, aud 
greatly weaken the walls of it !" "Those evil suvmisings," he adds. 
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"and iiiicbavitable jealousies one of another, thesa aspersions cast one 
upou anothei', aod upon some of the best friends of our Zion, tbosa 
strifes and contentions among us in towns, churches, •fee, are very 
ptOToMng to God, and are lilce to be ruinating to ourselves." He 
exhorted the Rulers to pot in execution the laws against scbism. To 
the ministry, he said : " Here let lue enter a caveat against some things 
which have an undoubted tendenc}' to pull down and destroy, instead 
of building up Jerusalem. Beware of that Luciferian pride and ar- 
roganey which prompts some to invade the divine prerogative, to an- 
ticipate the work of the Day of Judgment, to take upon them to judge 
the secrets of men's hearts and determine their state Godward, to 
censure and condemn even those as unconverted and Kypocriies ' of 
whom the world is not worthy.' " He is careful, however, while de- 
nouncing extravagances, to express his deep thankfulness for the gen- 
uine fruits of the Spirit visible in the extensive revival. In this he 
was entirely sincere.* "While thus hostile to movements which be 
deemed promotive of diacord and confusion, tiie father of Dr. Stiles 
was equally avereo to the rigorous imposition of creeds and systems of 
Divinity. In the sermon at the ordination of bis son at Newport, in 
1755, he thus addresses him : " Let your sermons smell of the lamp ; 
and preach Christ, not Calvin, not Lutber, nor Arminius," "Con- 
tend earnestly for the fmth once delivered to the Saints you must ; but 
then not the doctrines of Calvin, or of Chrysostom, but of Christ, are 
to be regai-ded as infallible. The Bible must needs be the only system 
of Divinity to be depended upon, as the unei'ring rule of faith and man- 
ners." " Don't (Procrustes like) be for stretching every man that is 
shorter than your bed, to the length of it ; nor for cutting them short- 

* How this sermon was regarded by tlie party adverse to the preacher, 
may be judged from the aeoonnt of it by Trumbull in his History, Yol. ir, 
p. 161. Ho was one of tlie "ITaw Lights," and eueceaded the Rev. Isaao 
Stiles at North Haven. " The preacher at the election," says Trumbull, " was 
tha Rev. Isaac Stllas of North Hnvan. He was a most fattter enemy to the 
work which God had bean and was carrying oti in the land, and to all the 
iustrumanta of it. He gave himsalC great liberty to reproach thaiu. He 
compared them to Will with kis wisp, and Jack laith his lanthern, and pointed 
the artillery of lieaven, in a tremendous manner, ngainat tham, Tha Assem- 
bly thanked him for liis gennon, and printed it, with all the reproach and 
ftbusa of bis brethren in the ministry, and of other Chrifltians, which it con- 
tained," 
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er ivlio are too long foi- it. Don't, I mean, as the manner of some is, 
be for casting out of your charity, foe branding tliem sa graceless, tor 
condemning, anathematizing and dooming to damnation all that follow 
not you, Bigoti-y avaunt ! Get thee behind me, for thoii art an of- 
fense to me. Bigotry ! the poison and bane of social virtue ; 
would to God it were banished out of the world and sent back and 
confined to the infernal shades, the place of its birth and nativity. 
Might the Bereans nobly seai-ch the Scriptures, and judge for them- 
selves ? and must we act by an implicit faith, tate things upon trust, 
and be tied down to systems and formularies drawn up by uninspired 
men, how venerable soever iheir names may be 3" 

The principal tutor of Dr. Stilea when he was a student in college, 
was Ml'. Darling, — the same who published the pamphlet in opposi- 
tion to the religious test introduced by President Clap. "A mutual 
friendship, which commenced at this early period, was ripened after- 
ward into a cordial affection, and heightened the pleasure of the eve- 
ning of their days."* 

I mention these olccumstaucBS in the early life of Dr. Stiles, be- 
cause they had their inSuence in moulding his opinion*!. 

I. Dr. Stiles was a Calvinist. A moderate Oalvinist lie may be 
styled, if this appellation belongs to one who is sensible of difficulties 
connected with the doctrines of his system, as well as confident of the 
solid grounds on which these doctrines rest ; who observes a certain 
modesty on the deep matters of Predesljnation and Original Sin, lest 
by an imperfect statement, or the utterance of a half-truth, he should 
repel or confuse an honest mind ; and who sets a higher value on the 
palpable facts of the Gospel, than on the subtleties of scholastic the- 
ology. The most extended exposition of his doctrinal views is found 
in his discourse on Ohi'istian Union, delivered in lISQ, before the 
Congregational elci'gy of Rhode Island. The first topic embraces an 
account of the fundamental principles of Christianity and Ecclesiasti- 
cal Polity in which the Churches of New England were thought to be 
generally agreed. These are fifteen in number, I. The Being, the 
Character, and tlie everlasting, all -controlling Providence of God, 2. 
That notwithstanding God created this, as he did all other worlds, in 
order and rectitude, yet that we are now in a fallen and universally 

* Ilolnies'a Life of Stilea, p, 11. 
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depraved state. He aliurles, under this head, to diversities of judg- 
ment in respect to the origin and descent of moral evil, but claims that 
two tilings were oonfesaeil hj all, — one, tiiat no biame ia to be ascribed 
to God as the author of it ; the other, that it is a fact. For himself, 
he avows his agreement with President Edwards, that we were crea- 
ted pure, and without stain, but in consequence of Adam's sin we en- 
ter a corrupt and disordered state, destitute of a native propensity to 
holiness, though with no positive propensity to ill, so that " the latter 
immediately takes place in our natures, and by the time we arrive to 
the years of moral discretion, we find ouraelves, one and all, to have 
fallen a sacrifice to pollution." 3. It is beyond the power of man to 
recover and save liimself. This impotence relates both to the regain- 
ing of holiness and the making of an atonement for past transgres- 
sion, and includes, besides, an inability, without divine assistance, to 
comply with the conditions which entitle m to the blessings offered in 
the Gospel. 4. The Divinity and Atonement of tbe Saviour; the 
Atonement being the meritorious foundation of the believer's salva- 
tion. 5. The Influences and Operations of the Spirit. 6. The results 
of the last two principles in our Justification, Eegeneration and 8anc- 
tification. The duty of inculcating a life of purity, holiness and vir- 
tue. 8. In the encouragement every sinner has, however helpless he 
may be, to hope that the use by hira of the appointed means of re- 
covery, will terminate in his final salvation. 9. The Resurrection of 
the Dead, the future Judgment and final Retribution. 10. The posi- 
tive institutions of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. 11. The Inspira- 
tion of tbe Scriptures and their Soificieney as a Rule of Belief and 
Practice. 12. The suffioieuoy and validity of Presbyterian ordination. 
13. That "every voluntary Christian assembly have an inherent right 
or power, which ought neither to be surrendered oi controlled of elect 
ing its own ofBeers, such as pastors, or elder', in! deacon's 13 
That every individual Church has the sole power of judging and de 
termining its own controversies. 14. That tbe Churches, though thus 
distinct and equal, hold a Christian fellowsliip and communion 
"The equality and independence of every Congregational, Apostohc 
Church, is in part the essential basis of the genenl union and confeJ 
eraey." In these points we have, without doubt a candid acco mt of 
Dr. Stiles's mature sentiments. They demonstrate that he was firmly 
attached to what have been called the doctrines of grace. 
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II. Dr. Stiles was decidedly averse to llie peculiarities of the Nuw 
Divinity. His feeling on this subject is so well known, and so many 
expressions of it are extant, tliat I need cite only one of them. In his 
Literary Diary for iTSl, he mentions the reception of a letter from 
Dr. Hopkins, which contained a description of the low state of religion 
in Newport. " The people in general," said Dr. Hopkins, " are going 
from bad to woi'se, and I see no wav for my continuing liere longer 
than till Spring. Keither your people Eor mine are disposed to at- 
tend public worship constantly, except a few individuals." From the 
comments of Dr. Stiles on this letter, I copy a few lines : " Remark 1. 
Very lamentable is the state of religion at Newport, and particulai'ly 
that they will not attend public worship. But 2. One occasion of this 
negligence is brother Hopkins's New Divinity. He has prenchetl his 
own congregation almost away, or into an indifference." 3. Where 
the New Divinity ministers are liked, " tlieir preaching is acceptable, 
not for the new tenets, but for it? containing the good old doctrines of 
{;race on which the new gentlemen are very sound, and clear, and full. 
In other parts, where the neighboring ministers generally preach the 
old Calvinistic doctrines, the people begin to be tired with the inces- 
sant inculcation of the unintelligible and shocking new points ; espe- 
cially that an unconverted man had better be killing his father and 
mother than praying for converting grace ; that true repentence im- 
plies a willingness and desire to be damned for the glory of God ; 
that we are to give God thanks that He has caused Adam to sin and 
involve all his posterity in total depravity, tliat Judas betrayed and tlie 
Jews crucified Christ, i&c, <&c. ; that the children of none but commu- 
nicants are to be baptized, Ac. ; that the Churches and ministers ai'e 
so corrupt and Laodicean, and have eo intermixed with the world 
that the New Divinity Churches and ministers cannot hold commun- 
ion, but must and do secede and sequester themselves from them." 
It is obvious that the metaphysical theories preached by Hopkins ap- 
peared to Dr. Stiles to be error's, and he looked upon the preaching in 
which these theories were prominent, as harsh, narrow, and injurious 
to the interests of religion. His judgnaont concerning the transactions 
in the great Revival, is fully declared in his Rhode Island sermon, 
preached, let it he observed, as late as 1700. " One som'ce of dif- 
ferent sentiment," he says, " were the unhappy excesses into which 

our Churches have been transported in tlie late enthusiasm that pre- 
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vailed since the jear 1740. la tbe public, mistaken zeal, religion was 
made to consist in. estiavagancea anil indecencies, wliich were not ae- 
corcling to tlie foitli once delivered. Multitudes were seriously, sober- 
ly and solemnly out of their wits. Tlie Scriptui-es were iu danger of 
being neglected for the indistinguishable impulses of tlie Spirit of 
tied ; sober reason gave way to enthusiasm ; the terrors of eternal 
damnation, instead of subserving rational and sober convictions, were 
improved to tiirow people into that confusion, frenzy and distraction, 
which unfitted them for the genial illuminations of the Holy Spirit. 
Besides this, the standing ministry were aspersed, and represented un- 
der abusive suspicious of being unconverted, legalists, Arminians. And 
as they were thus publicly and indecently vilified, so it was taught as 
a duty to forsake their ministrations, and form into separate assem- 
blies. And as was natural to aspect, our churches were hereby rent 
and torn and thrown into convulsions and confusions, to the great die- 
honor of tbe general cause. Muchof this indeed was piously meant and 
honestly intended, and proceeded from a zea! for the cause of God. 
Thus there was no douht an intermixture of good, and it is to be hoped 
many were savingly converted. Our churches have now in some meas- 
ure cooled and recovered themselves, though the spirit of enthusiasm is 
not altogether e.ttioguished as yet, but operates and influences under 
different pretexts and in a different form." A single sentence in the 
foregoing passage may serve to characterize the difference between Dr. 
Sliles and such as warmly favored the revival. The former speahs of 
"the intermixture of good" as if the evil greatly preponderated; 
President Edwards, on the contrary, looked upon the movement as in 
the main good, though intermised with much evil. They were equally 
honest, equally attached to a pure Christianity. 

III. Dr. Stiles felt the importance of cherishing a catholic and char- 
itable spirit. Just before he began his ministry, he went through a 
long and distressing conflict with doubt. He was led in the coui'ae of 
this experience, to ponder the difficulties of faith, and to weigh the ob- 
jections both to natural and revealed religion, He was veraed in the 
history of religious controversies. He was familiar with the vaiious 
systems by which it has been sought, in different ages, to state me- 
thodically the contents of the Gospel. His intercourse with eminent 
men at home and abroad, was unusually extensive. And be had, by 
nature, a kindly temper towards all. These circumstances (ended to 
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widen his sympatliia'f. They gave hiin a distaste for poleiiiij zeal. 
They inclined him to give prominence to the truth on which Chiistians 
agree, rather than to the matters on which they differ. This noticie of 
the i'evival, from which I have quoted, concludes thus : " On all sides 
there have doubtless been errors and indiscretions; let us put oa con- 
d^cension and chanty ; and nobly foi^ve one another." He express- 
es to his correspondent, I>r. Alison, his desire to have " the names of 
New and Old Light, and all other sectarian names banished and ex- 
d for the Christian name." And on another occasion, he thus 
? aversion to sectarian bonds: "There is so much pure 
Christianity among all sects of Protestants, that I cheerfully embrace 
all in my charity. There is so much defect in all that we all need for- 
bearance and mutual condescension. I don'tinteEd to spend my days 
in the fire of party ; at the most I shall resist all claims and endeavors 
for supremacy or precedency of any sect — for the rest, I shall promote 
peace, harmony and benevolence. I honor all Protestant Churches so 
far as they are reformed, aod even the Church of England, as a sister, 
by no means a mother Church. But I conscientiously give the pref- 
erence in my own choice to the Congregational Churches as nearest 
the primitive standard, and most purified from the corruptions of the 
Latin Church," Actuated by these feelings, Dr. Stiles followed his 
father in disliking creeds. Here he entirely dissented from liis teach- 
er and patron. President Clap. From annotations in a copy of Judge 
Darling's pamphlet against the President, which are in the hand-wri- 
ting of Dr. Stiles, we should infer that he agreed with his friend in his 
vehement opposition to theological tests. In his sermon on union, he 
is quite explicit. He there complains of the desire of some to sub- 
stitute " human interpretations given by authority of councils and 
learned men, exacting that the sacred Scriptures he understood accord- 
ing to senses fitted and defined in human tests which all acknowledge 
to be fallible." He demands unrestricted freedom of conscience. 
'' Not all the difference of sentiment, not all the erroneous opinions 
that have yet been started, afford just umbrage for its extinction, 
abridgment, or embarrassment. Have the Pi'otestantformnlaries sub- 
served the truth as it is in Jesus} Rather have they not in event 
proved new sources of religious dispute and undeterminable contro- 
versy ?" The following sentence evidently alludes to the position of 
President Clap ; " I am satisfied we shall err less if we make the 
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stitute another ; or, as many do, wlio say they believe the Scriptures 
the only rule, and yet in all tlieir judgments on Scripture, measure 
that ojz^y rule by anoifter rule." In accordance with, his principles, 
Dr. Stiles did not accept the office of President, until he Iiad obtained 
from the Coi-poration the abrogation of the tests instituted by President 
Clap, with the exception of an assent to the Saybrook Platform. This 
at least, is true of Dr. Stiles, that while neither lukewarm in his con- 
victions of truth, nor reserved in the expression of them, he won the 
confidence of all parties, and his accession to the Presidency, as the 
successor of President Clap, created general satisfaction. The display 
of learning in the published writings of Dr. Stiles, seems to the pres- 
ent generation ostentatious, not to say ludicrous. But this character- 
istic was owing naors to the fullness of his mind, to his delight in all 
knowledge and to his unaffected reverence for what is good in the past, 
than to literary vanity. It was not in his day the foible that it would 
be now, and should not prevent ua from doing justice to the truly ex- 
cellent qualities of his intellect and character. He was not simply the 
most learned man of liis time in America ; he was one of the ablest 
theologians, a bold advocate of civil freedom, a devout and disinterest- 
ed servant of God. 

No. X 

Tine election of Dr. Dwight to tlie Presidency of Yale Oolk-ge mark- 
ed the triumpli in New England of the Edwardean theology. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Hopkins, there were, in 175S, "not more than four or 
five, who espoused the sentiments which since have been called -SW- 
■wardecm and N'ew Divinity ; arid since, after some improvement was 
made upon them, Hopkintonian or Hopkinsian sentiments."* In 
1773, they had increased to forty or fifty. In 1777, under date of 
Nov. 7, we find the following passage in Dr. Stilea's diary ; 

" Rev, Mr, Eidwards of New Haven, tells me there are three parties 
iu Connecticut all pleased with my election, viz, Arminians, who, he 
said, were a small party ; tlie New Divinity gentlemen, (of whom he 

• Park's Life of Hopldiis, p. 23. 
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Raid he was called one} who were larger lie said, bat still small, and 
the maiu Body of the MitiisUrs which, he said, were Calvinistic." 
In a letter written in 1796, Hopkins informs us that among the advo- 
cates of the New Divinity were included " more than one hundred in 
the ministry." A few years before, in 1787, Dr. Stiles thus records 
his satisfiwtion at the apparent confusion of his theological oppo- 
nents ; 

" They (the New Divinity gentlemen) perceive some of the pillars 
are removed ; President Edwards has been dead twenty-nine years, or 
a generation ; Dr. Bellamy is broken down, both body and mind, 
with a paralytic shook, and can dictate and domineer no more ; Mr. 
Hopkins still continues, but past his force, having been somewhat af- 
fected by a fit and nervous debilitation ; Mr. West is declining in 
health, and besides, was never felt so strong rods as the others. It has 
been the ton to direct students in Divinity, these thirty years past, to 
read tlie Bible, President Edwards, Dr. Bellamy, and Mr. Hopkins's 
writings ; — and this was a pretty good sufficiency of reading. But 
now the younger class, but yet in full vigor, suppose they see further 
than these oracles, and are disposed to become oracles themselves, and 
wish to write theology and have their own books come into vogue. The 
very New Divinity gentlemen say, they perceive a disposition among 
several of their brethren to struggle for preeminence; — particularly 
Dr. Edwards, Mr. Trumbull, Mr. Smalley, Mr. Judson, Mr. Spring, Mr, 
Eobinson, Mr. Strong of Hartford, Mr.Dwight, Mr. Emmons, and others. 
They all want to be Luthers. But they will none of them be equal to 
those strong reasoners, President Edwards and Mr. Hopkins," These 
reflections conclude with a prediction which time has not verified : 
'' President Edwards's valuable writings in another generation will 
pass into as transient notice, perhaps, scarce above oblivion, as 
Willard, or Twlss, or Norton; and when posterity comes across 
them in the rubbish of libraries, the rare characters who may read and 
be pleased with them, will be looked upon as singular and whimsical, as 
in these days are admirers ofSuarea, Aquinas, or DionysiusAreopagita." 
This whole passage shows Dr. Stiles'a distaste for the peculiarities of 
the new school of Divines ; but it indicates clearly their activity, and 
the power they were gaining. At the death of Dr. Stiles, Dr. Dwight 
had become so eminent a man in the judgment of the public, that his 
election to the Presidency was in accordance with a general exjjecta- 
6 
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tioTi. From that time the old Oalviiiiara, as something distinot from 
the Edwardean Divinity, disappears from view. This result is owing 
very much to the personal influence of Dwigit. He communicated to 
others the revei'eiiBe he felt himself for the genius of President Edwards. 
He gained strength by discarding the eccentric theory of Hopkins and 
Emmons concerning Resignation, which he had espoused in early life, 
and especially by vigorously opposing their odious propositions rela- 
tive to the Divine efficiency in the production of sin. His pupils, com- 
prising in their number such men as Griffin, Beecher, Stuart, became 
distinguished preachers and rose to the position of leaders in the the- 
ological world. From the outset, indeed, the disciples of the New 
Divinity displayed superior energy, both in the investigation of truth 
and in practical entei-prises for the spread of God's kingdom, A man 
like Bellamy or Smallev, was himself a host. They were naturally 
selected to preside oier colleges and drew to themselves young men 
who were studying tor the ministi7. They were very active in the 
earlier undertakings m the cause of Missions. Their efficiency was 
seen in the revivals of relig on tthich took place in New England 
from the closing years of (he last century down to a recent period. 
By a variety of agencies, the party professing the ancient Calvinism 
and eschewing " the improvements" of the New Divinity, has been 
quite obliterated in New England. Eighty years ago, the followei-s 
of President Edwards among the Calvinistic clergy, were said by his 
son, the younger President, to be few in number. At present, there 
are some who are scarcely aware that there ever was a time, since his 
death, when the Calvinists of New England did not regard President 
Edwards as the most authoritative expounder of their principles. His 
theology, however, it cannot be denied, had from the beginning the 
respect of many who refused to adopt the additions proposed by his 
disciples. It is still a mooted point among the interpreters of his 
writings, whether he deviated from Caivin in anything, except in 
modes of statement. 



The Confession of Faith and the 
lege, are as follows : 

The cosFESsioM OF FAITH.— You [tini 
belief that there is but one God, in thvee 
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Holy Ghost ; sclf-esistent, independent, eternal, nncliangeable ; iufinite in power, 
wiadom, liolmeaa, goodnesB, and truth; — that by him all things were mada; and 
are preserved and governed according to hia own most wise, holy and good pleas- 
ure ; and that you are hia creature, and under the most righteous »nd solemn 
obligations to serve and glorify him with all your poivera while you live. 
You also profess your belief that the Scriptucea of the Old and New Testament 
are the word of Qod; revealed to mankind by the spirit of truth; and con- 
taining every rule of faith and practice which is obligatory on the conscience 
of manliind. 

Thus yon profess and believe. 

The Covenant. — Tou [and each of you] now solemnly avouch the Lord 
Jehovah to be your God; your Father, Bedeemer, and Sanetifler; and do 
solemnly give up yourselves to him, as his children ; purpo^ng and engaging, 
so far as you know the 3tat« of your own minds, to obey, through hia grace, 
without which you can do nothing acceptable to liim, all his commandments 
and ordinajices ; and denying all ungodlinesa and worldly lusts, to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in the present world. 

Moreover, you covenant with the members of this church, to walk with them, 
through the inttuenoe and nssistaooe of the same grace, in the order of the gos- 
pel; to submit, as beeometh Christiana, to the discipline pveaocibed by the Re- 
deemer ; to watch oyer your brethren ; to instruct, reprove, admonish, comfort 
and strengthen them ; and willingly to be inatmcted, admonished and reproved 
by tliem, with the meekness and humility of the gospel. 

Thus jou covenant and promise. 



We, then, the members of this church of Christ, do also covenant with you, 
that through the same divine assistance, we will perform the same Christian 
duties to you. 

And may God enable us to be mutually faithful, through Jcaus Christ ; to 
whom be glory forever. Amen. 

N, B. By a rnle of the Church, adopted m 1839, all communicants who join 
any of the College classes, and who expect not to commune with other denom- 
inations of Christians, are required to bring letters of dismission, and unite 
with the Church, in four months from the time of their admission into Col- 
lege ; and members who leave the College, are required to tate dismission in 
six months from the time of leaving. 



Tbe following d^ciiption of the revival of 1881, is 
Prof. Goodricli's Article on tlie History of Kevivala ii 
the American Quarterly Kegiater, Vol, X : — 
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"The spring of 1831 will long be i-emombered as one of t!ie most 
remarkable seasons of refreshing from on high, which has ever been 
experienced at this College. 

'The first church meeting of the term [two days after College came 
together] was one of pecuHar interest. The earnest inquiry was, 
what shall we do to secure the divine blessing ? It was finally pro- 
posed that all who felt desirous of a revival, should meet on the next 
Sabbath evening to pray for it, and adopt such measures as duty might 
dictate. The Bible Class on Saturday evening [Jan. 22d,] was full to 
overflowing; after which one individual was disposed to go and con- 
verse with the Professor on the subject of his soul's salvation. 
There was something very striking in the appearance of College at 
this time. Though not another instance of seriousness was known to 
exist in the institution, every oae seemed to anticipate the result, and 
the whole of College stood waiting in solemn expectation, to see the 
aiTO of the Lord revealed. Witbin the compass of the next week, the 
long-sought influence of the Spirit came, not with rapid and over- 
whelming power, as in the revival of 1802, but rather like the 'still 
small voice' before which the prophet wrapped his face in his mantle 
as he stood upon the mount. It spiead silently and slowly through 
the whole institution. The number under conviction of sin was never 
very great at any one time, but as these were led by divine grace to 
;put their trust in t!ie Redeemer, others were brought forward in their 
place, through the prayers and labors of the people of God ; until at 
last there were comparatively few rooms left, where f£e cry was not 
heard, ' What shall I do to be saved V — or the voice of thanksgiving 
raised to the Father of lights from whom ' cometh down every good 
and peifect gift.' Many, indeed, of those who were awakened, after- 
wards yielded to the fatal delusion of putting ofi" repentance to a more 
convenient season ; hut, before the end of the term, nearly one half 
of the impenitent in College, were hopefully brought into the king- 
dom of God. As the fruits of this revival, seventy-four were added 
at a subsequent period to the College Church, and not far from thirty 
to other churches.'* 

" Religious meetings were not greatly multiplied during this revival. 
To the ordinary exercises with which the year commenced, a sermon 

* This paragraph Is quoted bj Professor Goodrich from nn account iri'itten at 
the lime bj Mr. Peter Parker, eince missionary in China. 
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was added on Sabbath evening ; and at firat one meeting for inquiry, 
and afterwards a second, in the course of the week. These meetings 
rarely exoeeded an hour in length. The brethren of the Church, with 
those who had hoped in Clii-ist, met for a few momenta each morning 
after to h 

was\ m 



amon 



"T m m 

gfess m agi as 

thou g 

that, it the wort went forward, as there was eveiy indication it would 
do, to the end of the term, it must cease for want or aubjeots ; and the 
whole Church seemed to share in the humble but fixed determination 
that, with the aid of divine grace, nothing should be wanting on their 
part, to secure so blessed a consummation. At this period, the assist' 
ance of Christians in College, was requested by the churches of the 
city, in efforts to prepare the minds of God's people for a protracted 
meeting, which was soon to be held. These efforts, and the services 
of the meeting which soon followed, devolved, to a great extent, in 
consequence of a failure in expected aid, upon those officei's of College 
who had been actively engaged in the revival there. The sympathy 
and interest of the College Church, were, very naturally, turned to the 
wider field which lay open before them, ' already white for the har- 
vest.' Aa the work in town advanced with unexampled rapidity and 
power, and hundreds were seen, without the slightest disorder or ex- 
citement, pressing at once into the kingdom of God, the hearts of the 
brethren in College, were naturally drawn forth, and their prayers 
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directed, to tke scenes of trionij^hant grace which were opened around 
them. The revival in College seemed to be merged in the revival in 
town ; and from the elose of the protracted meeting, which lasted three 
days, tliere was hardly a single new ease of conviction among the stu- 
dents, and but few instances comparatively, of hopeful conversion 
among ttose who had been serious before. As the result of the revival 
in town, nearly nine hundred persons, in all the churches of every de- 
nomination were added to the professed followers of Christ." 

The Eev, Dr. Button, of New Haven, wiio was then a student in 
Collie, has kindly furnished me with the following additional recol- 
lections of this revival : 

" The College was favored, during this great work of grace, by hav- 
ing among its officers and students many who were ' wise to win souls.' 
Peter Parker, afterwards missionary to China, was then a member of 
the Senior Class. He had great influence, for there was universal confi- 
deTice in his Christian character ; he devoted the larger part of his time 
for weeks to religious work ; and his addresses and conversations were 
most skillful, judicious and earnest. Among the theological students 
whom I remember as having an excellent influence in the conference 
meetings, and in private conversation, were Albert Hale, now pastor 
of a church in Springfield, Illinois, Edwin Stevens, afterwards mission- 
ary to China, Amos Petten^ll, Horace Eushnell, and "William Carter. 
Tlie four last were Tutors. 

" But specially worthy of mention were the labors of Professor 
Goodiich, Dr. Taylor and Di'. Ktch. Professor Goodrich and Dr. 
Taylor were resorted to by a large number of inquirers for the way 
of salvation ; and their mode of directing them evinced a high degree 
of Christian wisdom, — great knowledge of the gospel, and of the 
laws and operations of the human mind when nn 1 li e flu e of 
the truth and the Spirit. Dr. Taylor frequently | a 1 ed n tl e e 
ning in the Rhetorical Chamber, with great 1 nn y a 1 p e 
His discourses were admirably adapted to convin f n nd t lead 
to repentance and faith. Dr. Fitch's sermons n tl C! ap 1 n the 
Sabbath and at the meetings in the city, were n n 1 fie mj 1 of 
ingenuity, earnestness and eloquence. Some of th m n a le de [ 
an impression on my mind that they are reniemb el n all the pa ts 
to this day, though twenty-seven years have elaj d — j t 1 ly I 
' Covenant sermon,' as it was called, from the te t I II n k n 
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everlasting covenant with you, ei'en the sui'e mercies of David ;' and 
his sermon on Procrastination, from the text : ' Go thy way for this 
time, when I ha^e a convenient season, I will call for thee.' To those 
three honored men, many have felt themselves gfeatly indebted for 
their works of Christian wisdom md ].ow r indet that gvacions min- 
istration of the Spirit." 

In connection with the allusion m the piece 1 ng paragraph, to Dr. 
Goodrich's usefulness as a religio i* counselor it is proper to mention 
the service he has rendered the C Ilea;? through the weekly evening 
meeting which lie has long con 1 icte 1 The Siturday evening meet- 
ing for prayer, has been spoken of on page 26th of the Sermon. After 
the death of Dr. Dwight, this meeting came chiefly under the charge 
of Dr. Goodrich, and with some intervals, has been held by him, either 
on Saturday or Sunday, up to the present time. There are many grad- 
uates of the College who look back upon this meeting and upon the 
pastoral advice received in private from Dr. Goodrich, with fervent 
thankfulness 



No, XIII. 

It is not implied that tie course of study was ever theological to 
sucli an extent as to exclude other sciences which belong to a liberal 
education. For the design was, not only to send out ministers, but 
learned ministers ; and besides, to train young men for civil life. In 
the early times, in respect to the relative prominence given to Divinity, 
Yale was not distinguished from Harvard, as Prof. Kingsley has con- 
clusively shown in his review of Quincy's History. (See Biblical Re- 
pository, 1841 and 1842.) In his sketch of the history of Yale Col- 
lege, Prof. Kingsley has thus described the curriculum of study pur- 
sued in the first period after its foundation. " Logic claimed the prin- 
cipal attention, and skill in syllogistic disputation, was the chief object 
aimed at. ISurgersdicius, Ramus, Orackentborp, and Keckerman, were 
(he great lights of the time. The Freshmen were employed the first 
four days of the week on Latin, Greek and Hebrew ; beginning logic 
in the morning, at the latter end of tlie year, and metaphysics and 
mathematics the fourth year. All resident Bachelors were required 
to dispute syllogistioally, once a week, and all undergraduates, after 
they began to read logic, five times a week. Fridays were devoted 
in all the classes, to ethics, rhetoric, and tlie theology of Wollebius. 
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Ames's Medulla was I'eoited on Satinday mornings ; and, on Saturday 
evenings, the Assembly's Cateebism in Latin. Every Sunday morn- 
ing; there nas -xn exerrioe in Ames's Oiws ot Cons lence At the 
beginnmg of esery letibation, a poitioii of the Hebrew Suiptuies wa^ 
read by the daas into Greet, e\Lept m the Fieshmin diss, where the 
translition of the New Testament into Gieek was trum English 
Every undfigriduate was requiied to declaim onee m two months, 
and both graduates and undergraduates committed Reimon-! to mem 
ory, and pionounced them pubhcly m the College Hill" President 
Woolsey quotes the Litm laws pubhshed m 1748, which pie^nbe 
that in the first year the students "shall prineipilly study the 

g es i 1 8 1 h 11 

g h y I 

h g y d pi 

1 ih mj 1 h 

f h y jhy d 1 

b d d to b Jy 1 
te f 1 C II If h II 
Fh dljp dbyh 

bius'a, Anoes's Medulla, or i 

of the President and Fellows. And on Friday, each undergraduate in 
his order, about six at a time, shall declaim in the Hall, in Latin, 
Greek or Hebrew, and in no other language without special leave, and 
the two Senior classes shall dispute twice a week." For full and in- 
teresting details concerning the changes that have taken place from 
time to time in the prescribed course of Instruction, see President 
Woolsey's Historical Discourse, from which the preceding passage is 
taken. The subjects of study were represented in the theses discussed 
on the day of Commencement. I subjoin an extract from the printed 
list of theses discussed by the candidates for the fii'st degree, at the 
Commencement in ll5l, — the year in which the Church was estab- 
lished ; also a full copy of a similar programme for the candidates for 
the Master's degree, four years earlier. They serve to show what 
class of subjects engaged the attention of students at that day : 

176T. pR^CLARiBSiJio, Optima Eruaitione, Vitie Integritate, omnique felicia- 
Bim6 gubfli-ncudi RaUona mstruetiesimo Yiro, THOMAB FITCH, Armigei'O, Co- 
lonize Connecticutensis Guberrtatori consummutissimo. 

HonoratifiBimo Guliblmo Pitkin, Armigero, Colonire Ooniiccticuteuais, Vice- 
Gubematori peritiasiuio ; 



1 J 


h dj h 
h J hll 


I h h 
f h 


1 jea 1 ph 
h m I h 


E y 

d h 


d y h 11 p lly 
es h gl h hi 


h M 


C f f 


Ch h 


h CI y W 11 


■system of divinity by the direction 
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spectatissimis Reipublicie Felicitatis studiosissimis | Reyerendo 
a honoraiido D. Thom*; Clap, Collegii Yalensis Prresidi, (cvyus sub mod- 
seqnentia Philosophemata svint defendenda ;) 

eruditis Literaturje Pletatlsque Cultoribus bcnigiuBsi- 

Venerandia etiinn Eeclesiarum Christi pnBsim Pastoribua divinfL humanfique 
Ernditione ac Ketate ornatJaMmis; Uiiiversis denique Artium ingenuarum Fau- 
toribus, sostrieque LiteTarum Reipiidlic£ Patronis generosiseimis ; 

Habck Theses, quaa (Deo annuente,) in Oollegio Yalkss! dcfcndere cona- 
buntur Jiivcnea in Artibaa initiati, viz . 

[Here follow the names o£ all the oiaas that graduated in 1151, in the order 
jio™ given on the Triennial Catalogue.] 

Of the Theses Teehnologicae, there iverc six, 

Logieae, " " eleven. 

Grammaticae, " " eix. 
Khetoricae, " " eleven, 
Mathematicae, " " nine. 
Phjsioae, " " tliirty-tliree. 

Metaphysicae, " " five. 

Theses £tiiicae. 

Ethtca eat Ara secundun 

(1.) Ordines Bntium sii 
progcedieotur. 

(S.) Felicitas hujusee Mundi Propensiones nostras supprimendo, at in futuro 
eas indulgendo consistit. 

(8.) Soeii Eflgis in Bello, causae jEquitati debent aaae proporUonales. 

(4,) Ut benfi Tivamus, aliorum Felicitati Katio est habeuda. 

(S.) Ita Bellum suscipiatur ut Nihil aliud quam Fax quaesita videatur. 

(6.) Omnea creaturae ratJonalea, in omnibus eorum Actionibus, recta Ratioue 
seipaos gubernare obligantur, 

(7.) Legem moralem prae uUo Mandate po^tivo observare obligamur. 

(8.) Voluptates Ratioui perfectae noii coneenlaneae hand prosequendae suut. 

(9.) Benevolentia ad sni ipsius Felicitatem naturaliter tendit. 

(10.) Necesaitas Privilegium quoad Jura privata indueit. 

(II.) Exiatentia Dm, atque Providentia, Immoiiaiitate Animi conjuncta, ad 
Virtutem promovendam masime inaerviunt. 

(120 ffemo eat juati Maneipium, nisi aeipaum ita libenter reddit. 

(13.) Bond SodaliUte nihil magis petendum, malS nihil magis fugiendum. 

(14.) Veritatem peraeqni, mendaciam fugere, Eiiti rationali eat digiiiaKimum. 

(16.) Charitas et Amicitia in aeternum permanehnnt. 

(16.) In Bono morali amando, et Malo morali in Odio habeiido, Yirtua 

COD^Stit. 

(17.) Omne Ens pro ejus exiatentia Gratias Deo ogcre semper obligatur. 
(18.) Omnia miaeria i Peccato oritur. 
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(in.) In Statu InnoCGntiae Obligatio et Potentia aemper trunt propocttonalea. 
(20.) Bojiae Intefiiionia dBfectas midam sonstituit A.ctionem. 
(21.) Legem TnoraUm lArogare, J'sr/eetioiiibvi-dimiiU repugnat. 

Theses Theologicae. 

Theologia est eoientia, quae Deum, atque ejus Perfectiones contemplatur. 
(1.) Religio ciristiona prout in aaera Scrlpturft, representatur, eummae Ra- 



(2.) VeriCns, Fidelitas, et Ooiistantia Dei m qua Deere tisperspicu^ illustrai 

(3.) Judicium ultimum k Oliristo, ut Rege exei'cebitur. 

(4.) Frecationis Omissio est Atlieismus. 

(5,) Chcistus Bex et Mediator in elernum ma.nebit. 

(6.) Inter moralera, naturalemque, Impotentianv est Differentia. 

(7.) Est Idololatria, eorporeae Ideam Formae offigere Deitati quam ver 

(S.) In Aclioaiitis vel Conalihtis Sominin non. renali nihil est Gratiae. 
(9.) Oullua verus absque Mde verd exisleiv nejJiii. 

(10.) Jsjis, omniiussfiJ evangeUo, Gratiam ad salutem effica<:em, noitprae 
(l-I.) Homo, natm-aliB suae Pravitatis iiiconseius, non potest eese renatus 

His anteoedit ORATIO Salutatobu. 



QUAESTIOSES, pro Modulo Discuttand^, sub revereiitlo D. THOMA CLAP, 
Oollegii-Talenais, quod eat DiviuS Providentia, NoTO-PoBTtr CoNNEOTicDTENsinN, 
Praeeida, in Comitiie Fublicis, a Laureae Magiatralis Caiididatis, JHe duodecimo 
Septembris, llSS. 

I. An FeUdlaa Creatarao est Finis ultimus Creatiouis? Negat i 



m A d P I Probation^ soesriii pospint 

R p E 

IV. An Homo, in majus Reipublieae Emolunientum, Hea euas aliis con 
debet? Atf. Reap. Daniel NswEi. 

V. An uUa detur Benevolentia pura, quae propiium Comnioduni n 
spiciat ? Aff. Reap, Samuel Revnolps. 

VI. An Sanetus, Eternitate non speratji, omni ex Parte beatus eaae 
Neg. Reap, Elihu Tudor. 

VII. An Conditio in Compacto iilicita, Compactuin roddat irritimi i 
Reap. Thomas JoNEa. 
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VIIL An finale Dei Piopositum possit fruslj-ar! ? Xeg. Eesp. Ebenezer Dvar. 

IX. An Oreatura uUa, es Natnra suS Bit impeccabilis? Neg. Reap. Perez 

X. An Statu futnro, Bratte Sanctorum Felidtati iuservient? Aff. Resp. 
BicaAiuics Haxl. 

XI. An humani Generis AnimiB, ab Animaliiim caetevoriira Animabiis, nisi 
Ferfectjonls Gradibus diatinguautur f Neg. Resp. Elijah Blagde, 

SIL An Fraotfla vetiti oomestura actualia, fuit Adami Paccaium piimum? 
Neg. Eesp. Plait Townsend. 

XIIL An Mundi naturalis Mutatio, primiPeccati Pcena sit esistiinanda? AIT. 
Kesp, Geokgids Loouis. 

XIV. An Veiialinm Defectus BKponere, MtrcHtoreni oportc^al? Aff. Kesp, 

IsiAcua Isaacs. 

XV. An Offlcia moralia, omnes Agentea Morales in iiadem Relationibua 
tequaliter obligaiit ? Aff. Seep. Behjajhs Palmbe. 

XVI. An Ccelum ingressuri, Amieos olim deceiaos, Aspeotu prinio eognove- 
rint, et ab ilUa eogniti fuerint? Aff. Reap. Jebidiah Sj[itji. 

His suecedit Oratio Valediotoria. 

Dr. Stiles states some particulars concerning the stajy of Ilebi-ew, 
in aa account of a class formed by liim, in tbat language ; 

"July 27, ITTS. I tbis day began to instruct a Class in Hebrew and the 
Oriental languages, which I selected out of all the otliec Classes, as tbey Tolun- 
tarily offered themselves. This is not required of the President ; but I wish to 
benefit the College to the utmost of my power. Johnson is the only under- 
graduate that now understands anything of Hebrew, — ha has read eomething in 
the Psalter. Mr. Tutov Baldwin, is a good Hebrician. Tho other Tutors and 
Profeesoi's have some small knowledge of it. It has always been usual to 
initiate every Class a Ettle into it ; but the dispersed state of the scholars for 
two years past, has prevented this and other usual studies." 

Here follow the names of twenty students who had come foiivard 
to join tbis voluntary class. 

How Edwards's treatise on the Will came to be a text-book in 
College, is explained in Dr. Stilea's " Itinerary," T: IS3. 

"July 26, 1789. I preached all dajfor Mr, Erownaon, [in OKford, Conn.] Mr. 
B. tells me his class were the first that recited Edwards ou the Will, — thatPres' 
Clap offered die class to choose the Book of Moral Philosophy they wished to 
recite. The class chose Edwards and appointed Dr. Kuntinglon and himself to 
wait on the President with their choice, who approved it. Tbis was Ilea," 
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No. XIV. 
It may be well to state in brief the circumstances that led to the 
organization of ihe tlieological department. We have no knowledge 
of a time in the history of the College when there were not resident 
graduates lieie, preparing for the ministry. From the year lVB5, 
this dasa of pupils were in the habit of pursuing their studies under 
the guidance of the Professor of Divinity. By Dr. Dwight and by 
bis predecessors, Doctors Daggett and Wales, several hundred of the 
Alumni of the College were educated for the pastoral office. Among 
the persons who studied theology under the direction of Dr. Dwight, 
may he named, for exaauple, Rev. Moses Stuart, who became a Christ- 
ian in the Revival of 1801, united with the College Church in 1803, 
and was the first Pi'ofessor of Sacred Literature at Andover. As the 
need of a more extensive course of theological study became felt. Dr. 
DwigVifc began to cherish the purpose of increflsing the nieane of 
jcstvuction thus fui'nisbed. When the project of a Seminary at 
Andover was under discussion in Massachusetts, his advice was sought 
by Dr. Morse of Charlestown, and Dr. Spring of Newburjport, who 
visited New Haven for the purpose of consulting him. He expressed 
to them his warm approval of the proposed undertaking, at the same 
time assuring them that he had long been desirous of providing a 
more complete and systematic course of theological instruction in 
Yale College; and that he should embrace the earliest opportunity of 
carrying out, in this particular, what he deemed to he the design of its 
founders. After the interview with these gentlemen, he stated confi- 
dentially to hia young friend and amanuensis, Mr. Taylor, {now the 
Rev. Dr. Taylor,) that his eldest son, Mr. Timothy Dwight^ a merchant 
of New Haven, had invested a sum of money in a business enterprise, 
which, with the profits arising from it, was to he ultimately given for 
the object above mentioned. In 1822, fifteen young men, graduates 
of the Collie, laid before the faculty a petition that they might be 
received as a theological class for the ensuing year. The question 
was thiis distinctly presented whether Yale College should cease to be 
a school for tbeological education. The faculty, considering the 
original design of the pious founders of the institution and the impor- 
tance of maintaining its dignity and religious usefulness, determined to 
recommend to the Corporation to establish a Theological department 
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Upon an improved and permanent basis. At this time, Mr. Dwiglit 
came forward with a Bubscription of 15,000 towards an endowment 
for a Professor of Didactic TJieology, Had tie not been prevented by- 
mi sfor tunes in trade, be would have fulfilled bis intention of greatly 
iDCreasing tijis first donation. The sum of $20,000 was collected for 
the Professorship. This was accepted by the Corporation, who pro- 
ceeded to establish the Theological Department, grounding their aedon 
OD the fact that " one of the principal objects of the pious foundera 
of this College, was the education of pious young men for the work of 
the ministry." The Corpoi'ation likewise voted " that in commemoration 
of the high sense which this board entertains of the distinguished 
mevifa of the Rev. Timothy Dwight, D. D., late President of this Col- 
lege, and of his eniinent services and usefulness while in office, the 
Professorship this day established, shall take his name, and be styled 
the Dwight Professorship of Didactic Theology." The Rev. Nathan- 
iel W. Taylor, then Pastor of the First Cbnrch in New Haven, who 
had been a beloved pupil of Dr. Dwight, was elected to fill the office. 
Iiiatruotion in Hebrew was at Brst given by Prof.Kingsley, the Professor 
of Latin in College, and in the Greek of the New Testament by Dr. Fitch, 
Professor of Divinity. Subsequently, in 1824, Mr. Josiah W. Gibbs 
was invited to act as Professor of Sacred Literature. The Professor- 
ship in that department was instituted in 1826, and Mr. Gibbs was 
then elected Professor. The Eev. Dr. Goodrich was afterwards made 
Professor of the Pastoral charge, and Dr. Fitch retained his connection 
with the Seminary, as Instructor in Homiletica, The principal hindrance 
to the prosperity of the Institution, is the inadequate endowment for 
the chiurs of Instruction, and the want of means for aiding indigent 
students. It is to be eainestJy hoped that the friends of theological 
education in Tale College, will not leave these deticiencies unsupplied. 



1S09, Benjamin C. Meigs, Ceylon. 

1816, Isaac Bird, Western Asia. 

Asa Thurston, Sandwicli Islands. 

1819, EInathan Gridley, "Western Asia. 
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1821, Dnight Baldwin, M. D^ 


Sandwich Islands. 


Josiflli Brewer, 


Western Asia. 


Joseph Goodrioli, 


Sandwich Islands. 


EU Smith, 


Western Asia. 


1826, James T. Dickinson, 


Singapore. 


1827, JohD M. a Perry, 


Ceylon. 


1828, Edwin Steyens, 


Chinn- 


1829, George H. Apthorp, 


Ceylon. 


John F, Lanneau, 


Western Asia. 


1831, George Champion, 


Soutli Africa. 


Peter Parker, M. D., 


China. 


1882, Hencj A. DeForest, M. D., 


Western Mm. 


1833, Samuel Wolcott, 


Weotem \=ia. 


1834, Henry S. G. French, 


Sum 


Samuel Goodrich Whittelsey, 


Cevlou 


18S6, Charlea S. Sherman, 


Western A^ia. 


1B37, Azftriah Smith, M.D., 


Western Aoia. 


1838, David T. Stoddard, 


WehteinAsia. 


1840, Timothy Dwight Hunt, 


bandn ith Islands. 


Charles S. Shelton, M. D., 


Indii, 


1842, Lewis Grout, 


bOUth AflLL I. 


Seth B. Stone, 


bouth Afnca. 


1843, William A, Benton, 


Western Asia. 


1844, John W. Dulles, 


India, 


Henr J Khine)', 


Sandwich Islands 


Olmrles Uttle, 


India. 


William A. Maoy, 


China. 


Samuel D, Marsh, 


South Africa. 


184S, Oliver Crane, 


Western Asia. 


1848, William B. Capron, 


India. 


1347, Andrew T. Pratt, M.D., 


Western A^ 


1848, William Aitchiaon, 


China. 


Henry Blodget, 


China. 


1849, Augustus Walker, 


Western Asia. 


1850, Benjamin Parsons, 


Western Asia. 


1801, Henry H, JesBup, 


Western Asia. 


Julius Y.Laonard, 


Western Asia. 


1853, Hiram Bingham, Jr., 




Charles Harding, 


India. 


DUATEs OF Tale College who Kate nrv 


Mtssmsakif- of th 


EBTANT Episcopal Ch 


RCn. 


1825, Thomas Staughton Savage, M. D., 


West Africa. 


1831, William I. Kip, Missionary Bishop, 


Cnlifornia . 


1860, Robert Smith, 


Western Africa. 
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1720, Jonathan Edwards. 
1739, John Sergeant. 
1746, Joiin Brainord. 
180H, William F. Vaill. 



. XVI. 



The following table will show the proportion of ministers to the 
total number of graduates, in anccessive periods of fifteen years each, 
from the foundation of the College. In the last of these periods, how- 
ever, the number of ministers as given in the table, is somewhat less 
than it will be when all the members of the later classes shall have 
entered upon their professions. Some allowance should be made for 
this modification to occur hereafter. 



14 1702—1715 


38 


53 


71.69 


15 1716—1730 


77 


175 


44.00 


lo 1731—1745 


123 


282 


43,61 


15 1746—1760 


141 


405 


34.81 


15 1761—1775 


151 


566 


26.67 


15 1776—1790 


144 


605 


23.80 


15 1791—1805 


in4 


566 


23.67 


15 1806—1820 


187 


887 


21.08 


15 1821—1835 


356 


1125 


31.65 


15 1836-1850 


303 


1363 


22.23 


Total, 


1054 


6027 


27.44— percental 








whole 149 




Nc 
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The credit of the improvement which has taken place in the mor- 
als of College belongs, without doubt, in a considej'able degree, to 
the Temperance Eeform. The disordei's, ospeeially at Commence- 
ments, occasioned by strong drink, are frequentlj noticed in the ancient 
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Records. Some details relative to tliis matter may interest my read- 
ers, and may profitably be pondered by such as are prone to deplore 
the d^eneraey of the times. In 173Y, the Corporation, having ob- 
served that on the "Commencement Occasions, there is a frreat 
in Spirituous Distilled Liquors in College, whicb is Justly 
" determined that every candidate who should provide such 
liquors iu his room, during Commencement week, should be deprived 
of his degree. Again, in 1746, " to prevent several Extravagant and 
Expensive customs which have prevailed in this College," it was voted 
" that there shall be no kind of public Treat or Entertainment, made 
by or to the Scholars, but only at the Commencement, Quarter-Daya, 
and the Day on which the Valedictory Oration is pronounced, and on 
that Day the Seniors may pi'ovide and give away a Barrel of Metheg- 
lin and nothing else." It was also voted " that the Butler shall not 
keep or sell in the Buttery more than twelve Barrels of strong Beer 
in one year." In l';60, the Corporation passed another act, annexing 
stringent penalties, for the suppression of the vices and disorders at 
Commencement, which were caused " by the giving away of great 
Quantities of Strong Drink." It having been the custom of tlie 
candidates for the first degree " to purchase a Pipe of Wine jointly," 
and oblige each member of the Class to pay the proportionable 
part of the Charges, it was ordered that this practice should be 
entirely abolished. It was forbidden that any candidate should " in 
any Sense or Degree be obliged, by any Agreement, Persuasion, 
Threatening, or otherwise, to pay for more Wine than he shall freely 
chuse for himself;" " that no money shall be collected of any class in 
Order to purchase any Wine ; and that no Wine shall be agreed or 
bargained for, but by special Directions of the President and Tutors 
who shall discourse with the Person who sells, and know of him the 
Quantity and Price bargained for." It was ordained that each indi- 
vidual might " obtain liberty to get such a Quantity of Wine as the 
President shall think proper," and he was not to "get or speak for 
any more." Every candidate was required, on Commencement morn- 
ing, in the presence of the Corporation, to declare, that he had 
faithfully observed the foregoing statutes. These measures appear to 
have proved ineffectual ; for the next year the Corporation express 
once more their determination " to put a Stop to those vicious and 
extravagant Practices which have many Years past attended the 
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public Commencements," They order that none of the candidates 
for the Bachelor's degree "shall have in theic Chambers, in College, 
or in the Town, any kind of Strong Drink, besides one Quart of Wins 
and one Pint of Earn for each Candidate in a Chamber." The 
undergraduates were forbidden to have, during the week of Com- 
mencement, any strong drink in their rooms. Such evils as are here 
alluded to, prevailed, indeed, to aa extraordinary extent during the 
last years of President Clap's connection with the Institution. But 
there can be no doubt that the use of IntoxicatiBg liquors has always 
been a principal source of disturbance and wrong-doing. The change 
in the habits of the community, effected by the temperance movement, 
has exerted a very happy influence on the morals of the College. 
But even now, no reform of an external nature would be so beneficial to 
the students, codi all of tbem be mluced to n o as he 

entire disuse ot thee dangeious stimulants Tb e oh a 

of sins, wbich it is to be boyel the good seise onn en w 
before long ent rely binish irom our Amentin Co e§e Th y e 
the sins,— dupl city an 1 direct ftehj d lemg he -s — wh h 
spring from a fancieJ liversity ot interest betwe n be pup a 1 his 
instructor. A little reflection in aftei life common ye b f 

of the plea on wbicb these iramoralit es a e justih bu h fl 

of them on tke conscience anl the char'icter is n t ea es el 
He who would respect himself an I cla m respect om o e m 
make sincerity integnty — ojen and upr ^ht dea ng w U a me — 
his first virtue. 



No. XVIII. 

The following persons have held the ofHce of Professor of Divinity 
in the College :— 

Naphiali Daooett, from lYSo to ll80. 

Samuel Wales, " 1782 " 1794. 

TlMOIHV DWIBHT, " 1805 " 1811. 

Eleazar Thompson Fitch, " 1817 " 1852. 

George Pabic Fisher, " 1854 

To bring the history of the Church, aa given in the foregoing Dis- 
conrse, down to the present time, it may be added that the Author 
was examined in theology by the Corporation, and chosen Professor 



:yG00g[c 



..Google 



